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Two Brothers Plan a Herald Society 


in Their Church 


Good morning, Brother John! 

Good morning, Brother Jim! 

Well, John, that was a good meeting we had Wednesday night 
over at Parson Goodman’s home. The parson always has some good 
ideas about church affairs. He fell right in with our idea about having 
a Herald Society in our church. He said he hoped every home in our 
ehurch would read The Herald every week, and he said he would help 
us outline a plan for a society, and so he did. And here is the outline 
of an organization. We will go over it together. 


THE HERALDS 

An organization in the Good Hope Christian Church at Posey 
Creek, State of Ohio, for the purpose of boosting the interest of the 
church in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY, the church paper. 

First, By organizing all the readers of THE HERALD into a so- 
ciety with a president, secretary, and necessary committees to meet to- 
gether from time to time with a program discussing the different fea- 
tures of the paper, as for instance: Personals, Editorials, Current 
Events, Prayer Time, Special Articles, Field Notes, Children’s Page. 

We would suggest a meeting once a month with some one assigned 
to as many of the suggested topics as would make an evening program, 
each topic as presented to be followed by a discussion by readers of 
THE HERALD. Once a year, let the meeting be for the entire church 
with as interesting a program as can be presented. 

Committees: There should be a committee that has charge of the 
list of HERALD subscribers in the church, also a list of all the homes 
in the chureh and the address of each one. 

A Visiting and Soliciting Committee: This committee to keep in 
touch with THE HERALD subscribers so as to know when their sub- 
scription expires, then canvass for renewals. This same committee also 
to canvass all the homes of the church not taking THE HERALD at 
least twice each year to secure new subscribers. This committee to have 
as its general business to create and maintain a keen interest in THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY at all times. This committee should 
make report to its local conference as to HERALDS taken, and to The 
Christian Publishing Association as to HERALD subscribers in the 
local church. Also send in important church news, ete. 

Well, Jim, that sounds good to me. What did the pastor say about 
calling THE HERALD readers together? 

He said he would announce the time of meeting next Sunday morn- 
ing; that he would get a list of all THE HERALD subscribers and read 
off their names and we would all meet together, adopt our plan for a 
society, and go right ahead with the work. He said we ought to think 
over names in our chureh, so we would have persons in mind who 
would make good officers. Well, we will be at that meeting. So-long. 

Good-by. 
The Christian Publishing Association 
O. W. Whitelock, Manager 
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WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE 
The West Virginia Christian Conference will meet 

with the church at Oak Dale, Hardy County, West 

Virginia, on Thursday before the first Sunday in Sep- 

tember, 1927, at ten o’clock a. m. 

J. P. GARLAND, President, 

Z. J. Powers, Secretary. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 


The seventy-fifth annual session of the Central 
Illinois Christian Conference will be held September 
15 to 18 inclusive, with the Atwood Church, Atwood, 
Illinois. J. T. Brooks, President, 

Farmer City, Illinois. 

Levi J. CARTER, Secretary, 

Atwood, Illinois. 


CENTRAL INDIANA CONFERENCE 


The Central Indiana Christian Conference will 
convene September 13, 1927, with the Clifford Chris- 
tian Church, Clifford, Indiana. 

Churches and ministers please take notice and 
govern yourselves accordingly. 

E. R. WALTER, President. 

Pittsboro, Indiana, 


RAYS HILL AND SOUTHERN . PENNSYL- 
VANIA CONFERENCE 

The Rays Hill and Southern Pennsylvania Christian 
Conference will hold its annual session of conference 
with the Clearville Christian Church, located at Clear- 
ville, Bedford County, Pennsylvania, beginning Aug- 
ust 24 and lasting over Sunday, August 28, 1927. 

All church members of this conference are re 
quested to send delegates to conference. 

H. H. Peck, Secretary. 
Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania. 





CHURCH WANTED 


Inasmuch as I have not yet secured a charge for 
the coming year, I shall be pleased to correspond 
with any church or churches or schoolhouse district 
that would care to consider my services as pastor. 
I am a married man with small family and have 
had nearly seventeen years of ministerial experience. 
I have been particularly successful among young 
people of Endeavor age. 

Any interested may address: Rev. J. D. Scar- 
borough, Rural Route 26, Mayville, New York. 








NORTHERN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA 
CONFERENCE 

The Northern Kansas and Nebraska Christian Con- 
ference will convene at the First Christian Church, 
Lincoln Kansas, Wednesday evening at eight o'clock, 
August 24, 1927. 

Lincoln is situated on the Union Pacifie Railroad, 
and tickets should be bought to Lincoln Center, Kan- 


sas. C. E. Booz. 
McPherson, Kansas. 


SOUTHWESTERN WEST VIRGINIA 
CONFERENCE 

The thirty-eighth session of the Southwestern West 
Virginia Christian Conference will meet with the 
First Christian Church at Racine, West Virginia, on 
Coal River, September 8-11, 1927. 

We hope to have a large delegation from all the 
churches and visitors from other conferences. Any- 
one coming on C. & O. train, will get off at Marmet 
and take taxi to Racine. 

ARLES SYDENSTRICKER, President, 
Kingston, West Virginia. 
A. A. MONTAGUE, Secretary, 
Box 54, Quincy, West Virginia. 





EASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE 


The eighty-ninth annual session of the Eastern In- 
diana Christian Conference will convene with the 
Hagerstown Christian Church, Hagerstown, Indiana, 
on Tuesday, September 13, 1927, at two p. m. 

A high class of speakers has been secured and a 
good program is being prepared, so we are expecting 
the best conference that we have ever had. Churches 
of the conference are requested to choose their 
delegates early and to insist on them being present 
at the first session and remain until the last session 
and be prepared to make a report of the conference 
to their church. Visitors will receive a brotherly 
welcome. 

Sessions will continue each evening, morning, and 
afternoon until closing, Friday evening, September 
16, 1927. 

The board of trustees of the conference will meet in 
regular annual session, with the Christian Church, 
Hagerstown, Indiana, at two p. m. on Monday, Sep- 
tember 12, 1927, for the purpose of closing up the 
year’s work and preparing its report to the confer- 
ence. Each members of the board is urged to be 
present at that meeting. 

A. M. ADDINGTON, President, 
Winchester, Indiana. 
F. SeaGrave, Secretary, 


J. 
Losantville, Indiana. 
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Shall the Church Hold What It Gains? 


An Editorial in This Issue 


Our Duty 


THE great world’s heart is aching, aching fiercely in the night, 
And God alone can heal it, and God alone give light; 

And the men to bear that message, and to speak the living Word, 

Are you and I, my brothers, and the milliox, that have heard. 

Can we close our eyes to duty? Can we fold our hands at ease, 

While the gates of night stand open to the pathway of the seas? 

Can we shut up our compassions? Can we leave our prefer unsaid, 

Till the lands which sin has blasted have been quick; ya from the dead? 

We grovel among trifles, and our spirits fret and tog «» 

While above us burns the vision of the Christ upon the cross; 

And the blood of Christ is streaming from his broken hands 

And the lips of Christ are saying, ‘Tell my brothers I hayes 

O voice of God, we hear thee above the shocks of time, J 

Thine echoes roll around us, and the message is subli 

No power of man shall thwart us, no stronghold shall pray, 

When God commands obedience, and love has led the w > 


—Frederick George Scott, in The Chur u  Aidvate. 
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About Folks and Things 


Brother Franklin Babb, of Lees Creek, 
Ohic, is the author of two beautiful songs— 
“When I Reach Home” and “If You But 
Pray”. He is kindly offering to send a copy 
of these, with music, free to anyone who 
will send two cents for return postage. 
Doubtless a number of our readers will 
avail themselves of this privilege. 

Miss Elizabeth Howsare, who spent part 
of her vacation with her parents in Dayton, 
returned last week to her post as a mission- 
ary among the Indians at Fort Apache, 
Arizona, where her work has won such high 
commendation. Her brother James accom- 
panied her to Arizona where he will com- 
plete his course in engineering at the Uni- 
versity of Arizona at Tucson. They left on 
Friday, motoring through. 

A photograph has been received of the 
forty-five representatives of the Christian 
Church who were in attendance last month 
at the International Christian Endeavor 
Convention at Cleveland. We understand 
this is the largest number of representa- 
tives of our church at any international 
Christian Endeavor convention. Copies of 
the picture may be purchased from Rev. 
Frank Wright, Cairo, Ohio. 

Our readers will be particularly interest- 
ed in the characteristic comment which Dean 
Enders makes on another page upon the 
Lausanne Conference. We have taken the 
liberty tc clip this from a personal letter 
which was written us from Geneva on Au- 
gust 11. He was having a most delightful 
tour and was planning to sail from Antwerp 
on September 2 and to be back at Defiance 
just in time for the opening of school. 

The Virginia Valley Conference, which 
met this year at Leaksville, had an unusu- 
ally fine session, quite a number of -visitors 
as well as members of the conference giving 
strong addresses. Among the visitors pres- 
ent were Dr. J. O. Atkinson, Mrs. F. E. 
Bullock, Rev. J. F. Morgan, Rev. J. G. Tru- 
itt, Rev. C. H. Rowland, Rev. H. S. Hard- 
castle, Mr. P. J. Kernodle, managing editor 
of The Christian Sun, with his wife; also 
Prof. John T. Kernodle and wife. 

Rev. and Mrs. L. C. Fletcher, who have 
just left Mooreland, Indiana, for Japan, 
where Brother Fletcher will become a teach- 
er in the Keio University at Tokyo, were to 
sail on the Siberia Maru, leaving San Fran- 
cisco August 30. While it is a great disap- 
pointment that our people did not furnish 
sufficient funds to send Mr. and Mrs. Fletch- 
er out in our cwn mission work, we are glad 
that this great field is opening to them and 
we doubt not that they will find great joy 
in it. 

Rev. Rufus E. Emmert has resigned his 
pastorate at Lafayette, Northwestern Ohio 
Conference, to accept a call to Elkhart, In- 
diana, where he will begin work September 
1. Brother Emmert is a graduate of De- 
fiance, has completed a course in the Bone- 
brake Theological Seminary at Dayton, and 
has held a number of successful pastorates. 


The field at Elkhart is a most important 
one and we bespeak for him the earnest co- 
operation of the membership and conference 
brotherhood. 

West Liberty, Miami Ohio Conference, 
has just been added to the list of churches 
which has put The Herald into the budget. 
Payment was sent last week for eighty-one 
new subscriptions and four renewals. Rev. 
Robert E. Wearley is the pastor who has 
been pushing the werk there so successfully 
along so many lines. To put The Herald 
intc the budget is the way to do it—and 
Brother Wearley and his people have proven 
that it can be easily done where the proper 
enthusiasm is generated. 

Home Mission Secretary Sparks has just 
issued a very attractive folder cn “New 
Americans”, indicating their potential pow- 
er for the Kingdom and the nation if only 
the Church will do its part in developing 
and conserving this power. It is illustrated 
with a number of pictures of our own work 
and workers at Haverhill, where Miss Mar- 
guerite Youmans is doing such excellent 
werk among the foreigners. The folder 
ought to be given large circulation among 
our churches and mission societies. 

Dr. William M. Jay has been spending 
the summer in postgraduate work in the De- 
partment of English in the University of 
Virginia, where he has had an unusually 
profitable and delightful summer. His fam- 
ily has been with him part of the time, and 
part of the time among friends at Holland, 
a former pastorate. He will return to Elon 
College September 3, where school begins 
the following week. A large enrollment for 
the fall term is in prospect, indications be- 
ing that the full quota of 400 students will 
be present. 

Dr. F. G. Coffin, who is passing over the 
work of the presidency of Palmer College to 
the new president, Rev. Alferd W. Hurst, on 
September 1, is leaving for Hot Springs, Ar- 
kansas, for a season cf rest and recupera- 
tion. For a number of years Dr. Coffin has 
been under such constant, strenuous activity 
and has carried so many and such heavy 
responsibilities, that such a period of rest 
is richly deserved, and we trust that he will 
be greatly invigorated by it. His address 
for the present will be General Delivery, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas. 


Rev. W. J. Young is again visiting con- 
ferences in the interests of The Christian 
Publishing Association. He was at the Rays 
Hill and Southern Pennsylvania last week, 
from which he will go to some of our con- 
ferences in Indiana and Illinois and per- 


haps further west. Brcther A. F. Chase is 
busy visiting other of our conferences for 
the House. The book table at the confer- 
ence is a good place to secure some of the 
latest and best publications along religious 
lines. Preachers, Sunday-school werkers, 
and mission leaders will always find some- 
thing there to help them in their work, and 
every layman will find there books which 
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ought to be in his library. And then there 
are the publications—The Herald of Gospe! 
Liberty, The Journal of Christian Educa- 
tion, The Christian Missionary, and the Sun- 
day-school literature. So when you start to 
conference be sure to take some extra money 
along, for you will need it at the book 
table. 

The Eastern Indiana Conference is to 
have the privilege of hearing a series of 
Bible studies by Dr. F. H. Peters, pastor of 
Defiance College Church. These addresses 
alcne should guarantee a very large attend- 
ance. We have heard exceptionally high 
praise of the similar work which he did for 
the Summer School at Defiance this year. 
Brother Eldredge and Dr. Denison, together 
with a list of able conference talent, will 
help complete one of the strongest programs 
this conference has ever presented. The 
place is Hagerstown, of which Rev. H. H. 
Shcrt is pastor; and the time is September 
13-16. 

Brother Marvin Huff, who has been serv- 
ing the church at Oronoque, Kansas, was 
ordained at Good Hope Sunday, August 21, 
during the session of the Northwestern 
Kansas Conference. His uncle, Rev. C. E. 
Huff, presided, Fcreign Mission Secretary 
Minton preached the sermon and offered the 
ordaining prayer, and Prof. Seldon B. 
Humphrey, of Defiance College, gave the 
charge to the candidate. Mr. E. S. Huff, 
president of the conference, gave the hand 
of fellowship. He also is an uncle. Brother 
Huff has studied at Palmer College and is 
a young man of premise. Dr. Minton 
writes that this conference has closed a 
splendid session. 

Rev. R. G. English, who is just leaving 
East Hounsfield and Calcium, New York, for 
Plainville, of that State, will be installed in 
his new charge on September 11 by a serv- 
ice in which Dr. J. F. Burnett will be the 
speaker and officers of the conference par- 
ticipate. This service comes just after the 
New York Central Conference, which meets 
at Emerson, and at which Dr. Burnett gives 
some addresses. East Hounsfield and Cal- 
cium tendered Brother English and his fam- 
ily delightful farewell receptions. These 
churches, which form an attractive pastor- 
ate, are in need of an able pastor. Miss 
Flora Cleveland, 148 Bowers Street, Water- 
town, New York, is the church clerk. 


We believe that it will be worth while for 
members of the Christian Church to study 
our first article in this issue in the light of 
the fact that it was given as an opening ad- 
dress at the Lausanne meeting cf the World 
Conference on Faith and Order of which 
Dean Enders speaks in his communication. 
Our people have been so reared in the at- 
mosphere of church unity and freedom from 
creeds and traditions that they can hardly 
realize the viewpoint of many who have 
grown up in some of the other denomina- 
ticns, and how far these denominations yet 
are from the breadth and freedom which 
will make organic unity of the entire Church 
possible. There is a vast work of educa- 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 
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Continuation Committee to the Inter-Church Con- 

ference has called forth much comment in the 
press, both secular and religious, on the serious losses 
sustained by the various churches in their enrolled mem- 
bership. The study of the committee was based upon 
facts gathered by the well-known church statistician, Dr. 
H. K. Carroll, and similar statistics furnished by various 
denominations which keep track of such membership 
losses. These statistics show that the churches are sus- 
taining grave losses year by year through the pruning 
of their lists of “non-resident” or “inactive” members 
who no longer take any interest in the church—which 
almost invariably means also that they no longer take any 
interest in religion and its activities. It was stated that 
such losses in the Presbyterian Church in the last six 
years have averaged 50,000 a year; in the Congregational 
Church, the average was estimated at 30,000 yearly; 
while in the Methodist Church a total of 406,000 ‘‘non- 
resident-inactive’ members was recorded as still being 
carried on their books in 1926. A similar situation was 
shown in every denomination reporting such lists and 
such losses. It was estimated that perhaps a half a mil- 
lion names are dropped from the rolls of the Protestant 
churches because they are not considered worthy of being 
continued longer on even inactive or non-resident lists. 


A N impressive report made a few weeks ago by a 


IEWED from any point under which one wishes to 
consider the subject, such losses are appalling. 
From the standpoint of the individual backslider, they 
are tragical. If a man’s soul is worth so much prayer 
and effort to “save” in the first place, it certainly should 
be the intense concern of the churches to keep it “saved”’. 
If the church is capable of being of such invaluable serv- 
ice to him and his home as was argued in the process of 
winning him, then it surely is a matter of grave conse- 
quence indeed to both him and his home if he becomes 
indifferent to his membership vows and responsibilities. 
If the function and purpose of the Christian gospel are 
of infinite consequence to the life of an individual and to 
the community, then there can be no minimizing of the 
seriousness of the situation when so many who have been 
won to its embrace lose interest and drop out of church 
fellowship and service. Either the things which we say 
in our evangelistic preaching and during our evangelistic 
campaigns regarding the worth of the human soul and 
the place and importance of the church in Christian life 
are not true, or else it is a very grave condition of affairs 
indeed when so many of our new converts and new mem- 
bers quickly lose vital interest and vital contact with the 
visible Christian forces in the community. And no one 
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ever makes graver mistake than when he tries to mini- 
mize the seriousness of this situation—as some popular 
evangelists try to do. They assume that it should be ex- 
pected that many of the new converts will not remain 
faithful—an expectation which practically every great 
ingathering, regardless of the evangelistic method used, 
fully justifies. There is hardly a community which does 
not furnish abundant evidence along this line, and 
earnest Christian people everywhere point out with 
pained anxiety how quickly an alarming percent of such 
new members cease church attendance. Indeed the in- 
stances are surprisingly large in which such new mem- 
bers have never actually begun church attendance, let 
alone ceasing to go. The number of instances are almost 
beyond belief in which one hears the question within a 
few months after a great ingathering, “What has become 
of those new members, that we never see them in church 
any more?”’; and the editor knows of many instances in 
which members have never been seen inside the church 
door since the day they united with it. To try to per- 
suade ourselves and our churches that over-much concern 
need not be given to such a state of affairs is a highly 
dangerous thing to do. For it would be hard to conceive 
of anything more perilous to a genuine understanding of 
the deep and profound content of Christianity and of the 
sweeping and revolutionary meaning of conversion and 
Christian confession, and of the real significance of 
church membership, than any concept built upon the 
theory that great losses are naturally to be expected after 
great ingatherings and that such losses should not be 
taken too seriously. 


HE whole question runs profoundly deeper than at 
first appears. It is not simply a matter of “dead- 
wood” membership, or of the loss of the individual—as 
tragic as that is. It goes down to the very nature and 
content of Christian life and the method and processes 
which the churches are using to win men and women and 
induct them into membership and assist them in continu- 
ing the Christian life. The real place to study the cause 
of these losses in membership is not at the point where 
men and women drift away and are dropped from the 
church, but rather at the time when they join the church 
and the superficial manner in which they are received 
into its membership. That there are such great losses 
proves that one of three things is unquestionably at 
fault: Either the content of Christianity as preached and 
lived by the Church is not deep and profound enough; or 
our evangelistic effort has not been complete and 
thorough enough nor extended through the proper in- 
struction and preparation for membership; or the Church 
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has not had an adequate program and atmosphere for 
the nurture and safekeeping of souls newborn into the 
Kingdom. In most cases we judge that there is an ad- 
mixture of all three of these shortcomings. The whole 
general concept of Christianity has been far too meager 
and impoverished, and far too little actual and vital 
difference is expected between the lives of Christians and 
those who are not. In fact, again and again it happens 
in almost every church that personal workers, and some- 
times even the pastor, give unchristian and unspiritual 
men and women the impression that all that they need 
to do is to “join the church”. That might be right for a 
little child, or for a spiritually nurtured individual; but 
it is a profoundly and basically wrong concept of Chris- 
tian life and the meaning of Christian life to give in by 
far the larger percent of cases with which evangelistic 
effort deals. Either Christianity is something entirely 
different and far more superficial than we have thought 
it to be or else the unspiritual man or woman must un- 
dergo a very thorough, and hence conscious, change in 
the very heart-processes of life in order to gain entrance 
into the Kingdom. Hence our evangelistic methods are 
wrong whenever they persuade any individual to unite 
with the church without some sufficient Christian ex- 
perience. Says The Congregationalist touching this cru- 
cially important subject: “The practice of bringing 
people into the church and converting them afterwards 
is not likely to result more hopefully than that of women’s 
marrying men to reform them.” 


T is little wonder that our churches suffer from so 
much backsliding and indifference when for years they 
have followed a policy of inducting into their member- 
ship men and women who come on the spur of the mo- 
ment, with little or no knowledge of what the church 
stands for or what church membership really should 
mean, and with no sublime intention of making any pro- 
found change in their lives—or even in their habits of 
church attendance and church support. Indeed all too 
many of them come without any deep conviction touching 
the subject, or any clear understanding of what it is all 
about or of what the church should mean to them or they 
to the church. Some better way than this must be worked 
out among the churches for preparing men and women 
for church membership. “It is a great mistake to sweep 
into any organization large numbers of people who do 
not understand its history, life, and purposes, or who do 
not accept the reasonable obligations of faithfulness and 
loyalty to it”, declares the editorial referred to above. 
The situation is indeed a basic one, and of foundational 
consequence to every phase and activity of church life 
and to the world-wide as well as to the individual con- 
tent of Christian living. If evangelism is to be first and 
primary, as it should be, it must mean vastly more than 
simply winning men and women to Christ in the usual 
and long-time acceptance of that phrase. It must be 
given its deeper and broader significance until it becomes 
a component element of every phase of religious life— 
missions, education, social service, political, and indus- 
trial righteousness, national and international justice 
and good will—including them all and infusing them all 
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with the purpose of spiritual expansion and propagation 
without which religious life becomes static, and in the 
end decadent formalism. Consequently, every church must 
come to look more seriously upon its responsibilities to 
nurture and train in the obligations and the privileges 
of church membership, and to feel more keenly the burden 
resting upon it to keep those whom God has committed 
to its hands. Simply to comprehend all this is to be al- 
most overawed with the magnitude and the difficulty of 
the tasks surrounding this whole crucial problem of the 
conservation of church membership. We must get away 
from our lax and slipshod practices of building up church 
rolls; but we must do it in such a manner as not to dis- 
courage or defeat any who would come with the faintest 
glimmerings of sincere and earnest Christian purpose. 
The situation composes one of the most difficult tasks 
confronting the Church. It is one which should be frank- 
ly and honestly met and studied fearlessly until a way 
is found to hold men as well as to win them. Whatever 
individual or organization shall develop the way will have 
performed a most needful service for the cause of Christ. 


HE new church year is just beginning for most of our 
churches. Pastors and workers are busy formulat- 

ing their plans and programs for the year. In far too 
many instances they will give little thought to this sub- 
ject or do any practical planning to reach and renew 
the inactive and indifferent portion of their membership. 
It is one of the strange anomalies of church administra- 


tion that many a pastor and many a layman who is fer- 
vent with evangelistic zeal for “winning the souls of the 
lost” will put forth tireless prayer and endeavor to win 
any who do not have their names on the church roll while 
at the same time they will be apparently indifferent to the 
religious condition of men and women whose names are 
on the church roll but who by every reasonable test are 


no more Christian than the other. These may attend 
Sunday-school but they rarely or never stay for church 
services. They give little to the running expenses of the 
church and nothing to its benevolent activities. They live 
just such lives as thousands of moral men and women 
live who do not belong to church. Religious thought and 
conscious religious aspiration have such little part in 
their lives as to be wholly negligible, and it would be 
impossible by their lives to distinguish them as Christian 
from their neighbors who do not belong to church. And 
yet simply because their names are on the church roll 
neither pastor nor personal workers ever think of them 
as being objects of solicitude and yearning in times of 
special evangelistic endeavor. So accustomed have the 
churches become to this sort of deadwood membership 
that they take the situation for granted and give no ab- 
sorbing thought or purpose to the remedying of it. This 
is perhaps the gravest aspect of this whole grave situa- 
tion. Most pastors and churches attempt to do little or 
nothing about the matter. It is this fact which leads us 
to make this urgent call to our pastors and churches to 
put major emphasis this year on the staying quality as 
well as quantity of church membership and to lay definite 
plans for reclaiming the indifferent members to actual 
and hearty participation in Christian life and service. 












Poor Business and Worse Religion 


We suppose that there are still a great many apologists for 
and defenders of denominational division; but they are certainly 
not making themselves heard very much in the religious literature 
of today. It is surprising how many times one who is reading 
current religious books and periodicals runs upon statements of 
frankest disapproval of the present status cf denominational 
division; and it is equally surprising how seldom one finds defense 
of it, especially from influential sources. It is almost universally 
admitted that division is one of the gravest weaknesses of Prot- 
estantism——and it is also coming widely to be recognized to be one 
of the most needless and senseless conditions in Protestantism. 
Says Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick: 


There isn’t a single live issue between the various Protestant 
sects. I am a Baptist, but there isn’t any difference worth an 
intelligent man’s consideration between the heliefs of my sect and 
those of the various other Protestant denominations. The various 
sects may possibly continue forever, because of traditional senti- 
ment, coherence, memory, and emotion will serve to bind them. 
However, there isn’t a rational reason for their continuance. They 
are an absurd expense, and they clash in their missionary activities 
in the Orient. It isn’t good business for one small city to have a 
dozen Protestant churches all supported by the subscriptions of 
the citizens. . 


It is not only poor business but it is worse religion to have 
all of these Protestant churches, whether in a small city or a 
large one. It is the kind of a religion that it makes Christianity 
out to be, which hurts most. It is the fact that divisions as we 
have them reduce Christianity to the basis of divisive dogma and 
ritualism, and sometimes to absurdum, that makes’ the present 
state of division such a regrettable and detrimental thing. And 
not until the discussion of denominationalism gets down to this 
bedrock thesis will the sericusness of the present situation be 
comprehended. It is not really a question of competitive effort 
and waste, but of the far deeper one of interpretation and 
understanding of Christianity itself. 


How the Christian Scientists Do It 


The remarkable growth of the Christian Science movement has 
been a matter of general comment, but not so much of serious and 
analytical study on the part of church people as should have been 
the case. One is frequently asked, “Why does Christian Science 
grow so rapidly?” There are a number of reasons, one of the 
chief of which we wish to point out here if happily the lesson of 
it might impress our own church workers. Christian Scientists 
everywhere are ardent promoters of their own faith. They not 
only talk it on every possible pretext and occasion, but they live it. 
It is surprising to see with what assiduity most of the Christian 
Scientists practice their faith. To them the weather is always 
“Fine!” no matter how disagreeable it may be. They are always 
feeling “Splendid!” regardless cf how disease may be encroaching 
upon them and how badly they may actually feel at that very 
moment. Sickness, sorrow, misfortune, are cast lightly aside be- 
cause their Science teaches that it should be so. Taken as a whole 
they are a sunny, uncomplaining group of people—to a remarkable 
degree. Their religion exacts it—and they certainly do practice 
their religion as well as preach it. 

The Christian Science movement is a lay proposition. It does 
not depend upon ministers or other professionals for its expansion. 
Even its readers and healers are no more inveterately evangelistic 
than are hosts of its lay members, who devote themselves with 
enviable zeal to the spread of their faith. Protestant churches 
look to their pastors and depend quite largely upon their pastors 
to hunt up new families and secure new adherents. But in Chris- 
tian Science, an astonishing percent of the members are themselves 
constantly on the lookout for new recruits and grow skillful in 
winning and indoctrinating them. 

This evangelistic ardor finds expression in another most potent 
form with which we wish to impress our readers. At the recent 
annual meeting of the “Mother Church” in Boston, it was re- 
ported that during the year $43,397 was spent to encourage the 
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free distribution of authorized literature; $30,556 to assist branch 
churches and university organizations to give Christian Science 
lectures; and $14,111 to help establish and maintain “lending” 
libraries and donation of books to libraries.. This department was 
organized in 1914, and since that time nearly $2,000,000 has been 
expended for lectures and lending libraries. This is from only one 
organization, and is only one phase of their propaganda work. But 
it is unquestionably one of the most profitable phases—and yet it is 
a type of work that Protestant churches have used very meagerly, 
and very unskillfully. Lending libraries for the promotion of 
their own faith are almost unknown among Protestant churches, 
and the literature which they give out is usually very inferior both 
in mechanical construction and literary quality. The Christian 
Science Church has developed this sort of propaganda into an art. 
This it has been enabled to do only because its members have been 
wise enough to discern the value of such literature and furnish 
the money for its free distribution. If the membership of our own 
church would be half as wise and half as assiduous in the use of 
literature, the Christian denomination could make giant strides 
in the promotion of its winsome Principles. 


Signs of Progress 


Because it is hard to remember just how things were even a 
few years ago, it is easy for one to believe that Christianity is not 
making any headway. But one does not pursue the question very 
far into the past until he discovers significant changes which have 
taken place, some of which are indicative not only of progress in 
applied Christianity but also progress in the very idea of what the 
Christian religion is and what it ought to produce in the lives of 
its adherents. Take the matter of Christian profession, for in- 
stance. Says the Zion’s Herald, one of the great Methodist period- 
icals: 


A revolutionary change has taken place within the past twenty- 
five years in the form of Christian profession. Those of us who 
have reached middle-age can well remember the tests of religion 
which largely prevailed a quarter of a century ago. To be able to 
tell the exact date of one’s conversion, to claim the “second 
blessing,” to testify in prayer meeting, were scund evidences that 
one was a real Christian. Now, we would not discount in any wise 
the value of individual Christian experience, but this excessive 
emphasis upon the subjective side of religion does not represent 
adequately the standard set up by Christ himself, who said, “By 
their fruits ye shall know them.” He announced the cup-of-cold- 
water test. There never was and never will be a better one. 

As to the fruits of Christianity, that periodica: is equally con- 
fident that there are happy signs of progress. It says: 

What has become of the old deacon who “shaved” widows’ 
notes? Where is the Sunday-school superintendent who drove 
sharp bargains? Has any one seen that wealthy church member 
notorious for his double life? We are not hearing so much about 
these classic hypocrites who in former years were used so effective- 
ly by outsiders as an excuse for not joining the church. Why? Is 
it not because the originals of these characters are rarer than they 
used to be? Organized Christianity has entered an era of better 
individual ethics and is rapidly approaching a time of vastly im- 
proved collective morals. 

We have learned that some things at which our fathers winked 
are wrong. Ministers of the gospel no longer hold slaves or imbibe 
liquor; church socials no longer depend for revenue upon games of 
chance; religion has burst the confines of Sunday and is spread- 
ing out through the week; we are discovering that we are “our 
brother’s keeper,” whether he belongs to our particular church or 
not; the denominations have ceased proselyting and are beginning 
to co-operate. These are a few of the signs of the higher right- 
eousness that is growing up in our midst. 

Let us rejoice and be glad. The outlook for Christianity was 
never better. 

eo 


A special automobile plate has been granted to ministers in 
Massachusetts, which will be good in any other State, says The 
Record for Christian Work. The plate, which has been approved 
by the authorities at Washington, consists of a white Latin cross 
on a blue ground. It will secure to pastors special consideration 
when making calls on parishioners, the sick, or at hospitals. 


The Call of Unity 


BY PROF. WERNER ELERT, PH. D., of the University of Erlangen, Germany 


Opening Address Delivered at the World Conference on Faith and Order, Lausanne, Switzerland, August 3 


my voice”, says the Lord (John 18: 

37). If we are of the truth we will 
follow his call. Thus we also follow his 
call to unity. Yea, we then are one in 
Christ or one in the truth, both meaning 
the same thing. For Christ called himself 
the truth. On the other hand, if we are 
not one in the truth we are not one in 
Christ. Therefore all of those who would 
unite in Christ must find whether they are 
one in the truth. To be sure, the truth is 
not a matter which may be owned like a 
book, to be opened or closed at will. The 
truth we have only in the act of appre- 
hension, which is removed from our option- 
al choice. To know the truth means to be 
constrained by it. Being constrained by the 
truth is called faith. Faith indeed is more 
than this. In faith we receive our personal 
salvation, the forgiveness of our sins. Only 
by virtue of this faith are we members of 
the Una Sancta Catholica. That, however, 
which unites Christians in a superindividual 
oneness is the objective power of the truth, 
in which we share through faith. 


Since faith and truth in this wise be- 
long together, it follows that every eclipse 
of the truth becomes a danger to faith, 
therefore also a danger to our membership 
in the Church of Christ. Consequently we 
dare not hold fellowship with error. Truth 
and error cannot make peace with each 
other. Where the truth is at stake, there 
can be no compromise. Former Councils 
of the Church have rightly joined the re- 
pudiation of error to the positive state- 
ments, in which they declared the knowl- 
edge of the truth. Perhaps they have 
erred more than once in their determina- 
tion of what constituted truth and error 
for them. But they had faith in the truth, 
even though they apprehended it only in 
part. They knew that the truth is no child 
of the world. Therefore they also knew, 
Kierkegaard said, that the implications of 
the truth are polemic. There is no knowl- 
edge of the truth without knowledge of 
error. And there is no confession of truth 
without condemnation of error. By mak- 
ing this statement we are not asking for 
a heresy trial. We love all those who are 
in error, as our Lord and Master loved 
them. But we must oppose their errors, if 
we do not wish to deny the truth. 


The problem of the Church in distinguish- 
ing between truth and error is growing 
more complicated from century to century. 
For history is constantly producing new 
errors, which always seek to disguise them- 
selves in the luminous garb of the truth. 
We cannot retrogade from this course in 
the development of the Christian knowledge 
of truth. We cannot put aside the prob- 
Iems by being silent about them. Those 
questions which have come up and are con- 
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nected with the subjects to be discussed at 
this council demand an answer. Our wish 
for this council is that it may discover the 
unity of the Christians in the truth and 
that it may announce the truth by definite 
findings without ‘compromising with error. 

For truth and error can be distinguished 
only when they are expressed. When it 
has been a matter of recognizing a mutual 
knowledge of the truth to become the uni- 
fying agency for many individuals, terms 
have ever been found in the Church of 
Christ to announce this knowledge of the 
truth unequivocally and distinctly. Here 
lies the meaning and origin of the symbols, 
creeds, and doctrines which are valid in the 
entire Christian Church or in sections of it. 
According to our conviction there are no de- 
crees of faith. Councils cannot determine 
what shall be believed. They can merely 
confirm what is being believed. 

True it is, that the confessions of the in- 
dividual churches also include a separation 
from others. But the confessions have not 
created these separations. They have 
simply determined that separations were al- 
ready existent. And they have not alto- 
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MY HEART’S DESIRE 
I WOULD that the love in the heart of me 


Were as warm and as deep and as true 
As that coming down from the Father, God, 
That grips me and thrills me through; 
That the Love, of whose grace so much | 

take, 
Might never cease in its flow, 
But, coursing onward through heart to heart, 
Warm a multitude in its glow. 


I would that my voice were as sweet to hear 
As the voice that said: “Come unto me”; 
That the thoughts which I utter, from day to 
ay, 
Were born of his purity: 
I would that all contact the whole day 
through, 
As each friendly hand I grip, 
Were a bond of faithfulness to my Lord 
In holy companionship. 
I would that some wayfarer, searching, 
might 
Find rest in this heart of mine 
Until, with confidence unbetrayed, 
He discovered the Great Divine: 
That my life, each day, were so lost in his 
grace 
That the glow of it all might be 
A part of the Great Eternal Flame 
Of the Christ who abides in me. 
—Carrie Abbott Guio, in 
Religious Telescope. 
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gether furthered separation. They do 
separate because error always stands side 
by side with truth. But their primary task 
has ever been to unite. In the confessions 
many individuals have at all times joined 
in a communion with each other. Yea, and 
more than this. They have transmitted the 


knowledge of truth from one generation to 
another. Thus the confessions not only 
form a medium of unity for contemporaries, 
but they also join the generations together 
for an inner unity extending through the 
centuries. 

We Lutherans have followed the efforts 
of the World Conference on Faith and 
Order with intense interest. Those of our 
members here present are sympathetic to 
the tendencies and the labors of this coun- 
cil. We thank God that it has been possible 
to call together a council of the Christian 
Church for a thoroughly serious discussion 
of the questions of faith, of teaching, of 
doctrine. Certainly we fear that the dis- 
cussion which begins today will reveal very 
serious differences. But we are happy to 
know that the evil of being so torn apart 
will be attacked at its*very root. Our chief 
confession teaches: “It suffices for the true 
unity of the Church to be one in the teach- 
ing of the gospel and the administration 
of the sacraments. And it is not necessary 
that the human traditions or ceremonies, 
which have been established by men, should 
everywhere be alike. We welcome the at- 
tempt to seek the unity of Christians in 
unanimity in the teaching of the gospel”. 
For we know from history, that there are 
also surrogates of unity which deceive, 
where the true unity of Christians, the 
unity in the truth, does not exist. 

We therefore do not come as individuals, 
but as a great communion, which is spread 
over all the world and which spreads over 
the centuries. We recognize that we are 
one with all of those who have confessed 
the Christian faith at all times in like man- 
ner with us. Thus our second wish for this 
council is that the great unity which it 
seeks may not destroy already existing 
unities, but that it might rather, like a 
mother, receive its matured and independ- 
ent children into its house. 


We believe that by this method a separa- 
tion of the confessional groups will by no 
means be determined as a permanent con- 
dition. As far as our church is concerned, 
that would be the case only if our Re- 
formers of the Sixteenth Century had 
sought to establish a new church and to 
tear away entirely from the Ecclesia Cath 
olica. But this has not been the case. 
Brenz, the Reformer of Wuerttemberg, 
wrote of our chief confessions of the Re- 
formation as follows: “According to my 
humble opinion, I would judge that all of 
this coincides with the Holy Scriptures and 
the belief of the true and real catholic 
Church. Our other Confessors thought 
likewise. Our chief confession aims to 
prove our agreement with the primitive 
Church. In turn, our theologians of the 
Seventeenth Century still maintained that 
they were members of the true catholic 














Church. Whoever would accept the con- 
fessions of our church must also possess 
the will to catholicity.” 

While we wish to be in accord with the 
truly believing Church of all centuries, we 
nevertheless give our assent to the histori- 
cal development. We believe with all Chris- 
tians that the Holy Scriptures hold divine 
authority for us as the true record and 
testimony of the historical revelation of 
God. But we are also of the conviction 
that it becomes impossible to reproduce the 
conditions and institutions of early Chris- 
tendom as described in the Bible. The 
leaders of the Lutheran Reformation there- 
fore declined to demolish the entire struc- 
ture of the Church as they found it, to be 
replaced with another patterned after that 
of the Early Church. They knew that this 
would be utopian. They rather aimed at 
removing prevalent abuses and heresies, 
which to their way of thinking were in con- 
tradiction of the gospel. Where such abuses 
could not be proved, they acted conserva- 
tively. Thus they could everywhere form 
contacts with the doctrine of the medieval 
Church, where they found no disagreement 
with the Scriptures. They took over many 
liturgical forms. They translated the 
hymns of the medieval Church into their 
language. They retained the episcopal form 
of government in numerous instances. In 
a compilation of our confessions we even 
find a statement by Melanchthon, telling 
us that the superiority of the pope over the 
bishops can be admitted by human author- 
ity. 

In this assent to the historical develop- 
ment rests the great tolerance of the Luth- 
eran Church in all external and temporal 
affairs. We permit the variety of organi- 
zation and rites. And we recognize each 
other as equals in the membership of the 
truly believing Christian Church, because 
we agree in the same confession. Therefore 
our third wish for this council is that the 
differences in organization and rites may 
not form a hindrance to gaining that unity, 
which we are seeking in the truth. Our 
sympathy will naturally belong first of all 
to those forms which give external expres- 
sion to the connection with the ancient 
Church. 

Most reverent fathers! Dearest breth- 
ren! The call to unity has been sounded. 
We heard it and felt constrained to answer. 
I have attempted to tell you what moved 
us in the call and I have spoken from the 
viewpoint of the Lutheran Church. For I 
believe that none can surrender the view- 
point of his particular church without in- 
deed losing his connection with the Church 
of Christ as such. But we also believe that 
our most valuable contribution to the dis- 
cussions of this council will be the experi- 
ences and convictions which have been 
formed by the Church in which we are at 
home. In the heritage which has come to 
us from the fathers of our Church there 
abides also the will to catholicity. And I 
trust that you have gleaned from my 
words especially this will to catholicity. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


We tremble in the face of the great re- 
sponsibility whith we hold before God. We 
tremble, also, in the face of the responsj- 
bility to our brethren in the faith. It should 
be easy enough to find theological expres- 
sions of compromise which might call for 
the consent of all of us or at least many 
of us. But these formulas are worthless if 
the great church bodies to which we belong 
cannot find their faith and their knowledge 
of truth in them. Our assent to the com- 
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ing formulas will have value only in so far 
as we can really’'speak ‘for thé churches 
which we represent. ' 

We therefore beseech the Holy . Spirit 
that the great hour of this council may not 
find us narrow, ‘but wide-visioned; not 
quarrelsome, but peaceable; not ambitious, 
but conscious of a great responsibility; not 
of little faith, or perhaps without faith, but 
filled with the faith and with the wisdom of 
God. 


Wanted: A Christian Understanding. of ‘China 


BY DR. HENRY T. HODGIN 
Secretary National Council of China 


idea that the present situation in 
China involves a considerable with- 
drawal of missionary work? 

Are they to regard what has recently 
happened in China as marking the partial 
failure of the missionary movement, or are 
they to think of it as an indication of its 
success up to a certain point? 

Is the main stream of missionary enthusi- 
asm which has poured itself into China to be 
deflected towards other fields, cr is it to be 
enriched and enlarged in the light of all that 
is happening today? 

It is perhaps impossible to answer these 
questions while we are still passing through 
so critical a period, but it seems worth while 
to suggest a few points which the friend of 
missions may have in mind and help in these 
difficult days to bring into the consciousness 
of the churches at home. 


RE the churches going to accept the 


PATIENCE AND SYMPATHY 
The need of patience. We are living 
through a period when it is very easy to be- 
come impatient. We see things happening 
such as the expropriation of mission and 
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WHEN I fare forth in the morning, 

With the firm resolve, “This day, 

By God's good grace, with a pleasant face, 
I will follow my chosen way”, 

Then the world seems kind and mellow, 
With the skies serene and bright; 

And my thoughts are blent with full content 
When I come to my rest at night. 


When I start the day half-hearted, 
Nor pausing to question why, 

With a thankless air and a look of care, 
When the world seems all awry; 

The people I meet are listless 
And cold to a sad degree, 

For the look of phlegm that I give them 
Is the look they give to me. 


I have pondered the matter deeply, 
And this is the truth I find: 
That my earth and sky are colored by 
My attitude of mind. 
So I mean, henceforth to fashion 
A pleasanter place to be, 
For I’ve come to know that what I bestow, 
The world gives back to me. 
—Nixon Waterman, in The 


Christian Endeavor World. 
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church property, the antiforeign and ‘anti- 
christian propaganda, ’ éetc.; which tend to 
breed in us a restless and impatient temper. 
It is very necessary that we see What is hap- 
pening in the larger perspective. We réal- 
ize that storms of this kind have swept over 
nations many times in the past ahd that’ in 
the midst of the storm the’ pese of righteous 
indignation is of little value either to our- 
selves or to those for whom we want ‘to 
work. Can the West not. show to,the East 
that she also can exercise patience? Can we 
not stand by and believe that'in this partic- 
ular period of China’s life, fcr foreigners— 
missionaries and others—the words are true, 
“They also serve who only stand and wait”? 

But patience alone is not enough. We need 
sympathy, we need to see the big things that 
are actually taking place in China, and ‘not 
to be carried away by looking only at the 
undesirable and dangerous elements. It is 
sheer folly, of ccurse, to close our eyes to 
those. Any just estimate of the situation 
must recognize that there are tremendous 
dangers—that the Nationalist movement, 
with all its promise, may yet be east upon 
the rocks; that the propaganda of hatred 
based upon falsehood, the letting’ loose of 
extreme elements challenging mcrality and 
careless of any kind of authority; involve 
perils of the gravest kind to the'life of the 
nation. 


DANGER TO NATIONALIST MOVEMENT 


The Nationalist movement today, seems: to 
me to hang in the balance. On the,one hand 
there has gone into it some of the finest 
idealism and some cf the most selfless per- 
sonal service which China can command. 
There is an abandon of love for the nation. 
There is a belief in its future. There, is,a 
determination to overcome all obstacles, full 
of promise for this notable movement, But 
there are alsc these other elements, strug- 
gling at this very moment for ascendency 
in the Nationalist movement; and one cannot 
be blind to the possibility that, at any rate 
temporarily, the elements of disorder and 
destruction may prevail and the finer per- 
sons and motives be exploited by the lower. 

Certainly the foreigner who wants tc help 
China today must see the true fact of the 
situation, but he must see them with sym- 
pathy. The Christian is not going to help 








808 (8) 


China by standing in the “holier than thou” 
attitude and pointing out all the faults. If 
he has to speak about faults, it will be as 
one who stabs his own heart while he does 
sc. If China has to suffer long agonies be- 
fore she comes through, the true friend of 
missions surely will be a partner in that suf- 
fering. 

The Christian has to help his friends to 
see sympathetically the struggle of China. 
He has to realize that there have been cen- 
turies of repression under the Manchu rule 
and under autocracies which have been al- 
most as galling as foreign domination. The 
repression suffered in the past has produced 
a state of mind which now leads to an 
excess as the nation tries to express itself in 
its own way. It is this psychological situa- 
tion which largely accounts for the excess of 
criticism of foreigners and for the readiness 
with which some extreme doctrines are being 
accepted at the moment by many people in 
China. The friend of missions as a sympa- 
thetic interpreter is called upon to help cth- 
er Christian people in other lands to think 
their way into what is happening in China 
today with a real understanding not to be 
distorted by the many things which right- 
minded Chinese and foreigners alike deplore. 


THE MISSIONARY AND THE FUTURE 


The missionary is called upon to maintain 
in himself, and to help the Christian people 
throughout the wecrld to maintain, a steady 
confidence in regard to the future. This con- 
fidence does not rest upon the contemplation 
of what is actually happening in China to- 
day. The deeper understanding of it, how- 
ever, will help to remove the sense of un- 
certainty about the future or any pessimism 
which may have entered into the missicn- 
ary’s mind. 

In order to gain, or to regain, true confi- 
dence, the missionary will keep steadily in 
view two facts: In the first place, he will 
recall his own experience in China, be it 
longer or shorter. He will remember the 
many occasions on which he has seen evi- 
dences of the finer qualities in the Chinese 
people. He will think of personal devoticn 
to himself, of the honesty of those who have 
served him and worked with him, of the es- 
sential reasonableness of the common man, 
of the peace-loving nature of the masses of 
the pecple. He will realize that many of 
these people are but children, easily ex- 
cited and stirred up almost to frenzy; but 
he will know that, as in the case of children, 
these excitements often last but a little 
while and that there are deeper qualities 
which will reassert themselves as the times 
of excitement pass. 


In the second place, his confidence for the 
future will be based on his knowledge of 
God. He will know that truth is mighty 
and must prevail, that at the long last, love 
is stronger than hatred, purity is stronger 
than impurity, that rightecusness is the one 
thing on which the national life can be safe- 
ly founded; and because he believes that God 
is in this world, not simply looking on from 
without but striving and suffering with the 
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children whom he has made, because in fact, 
he has seen God in the face of Jesus Christ, 
he will not give up his belief in the future of 
China. He will be confident that it is to the 
little flock that the Kingdcm has indeed been 
given. 

The missionary will further use the op- 
portunity to prepare himself for that which 
lies ahead. What exactly it is may be im- 
possible for him to visualize; but if he stands 
ready to help, if he is willing to come in as 
a humble servant in the spirit of his Master, 
if he is ready to learn the new lessons and 
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adapt himself to a new age, there is no 
doubt whatever but that there will be work 
fcr him to do. 


MAKING FOR UNDERSTANDING 


In the meantime may it not be that the 
missionary and other friends of China can 
have some service in keeping open the gates 
of understanding between East and West, in 
maintaining personal contacts or making 
new ones, in making friendships with Chi- 
nese students in Western countries so that 

(Continued on page eleven) 








Dean Enders at the Lausanne Conference 


Y trip is proving all I could ask. In fact, it is exceeding expecta- 

tions. The opportunities it offers are limited only by my capacity 

to receive. Impressions are too new, and new ideas too immature, 
to allow me to write either for The Herald, and the pressure of each day’s 
crowded program allows no time for “thinking through”. 

I spent this day in the Lausanne Conference on Faith and Order. I 
have been unable to attend regularly, but I have given it sufficient time to 
get rather thoroughly in touch with the work. I am on two commissions 
or committees. Today was given to hearing reports of these bodies. It is 
an interesting body of something over 450 delegates, coming from the ends 
of the earth, representing all branches of the Christian Church except the 
Roman Catholic, which has excluded itself. A fine spirit prevails. There 
seems to be a common spirit and a common purpose. No great foundation 
of intellectual unity will be formulated, if I am any judge, but I hope 
that there will be such an advancement in the spirit of tolerance as to 
make it possible for all Christians to co-operate with each other. 

You would be interested in seeing this assemblage of the earth’s church 
dignitaries in some fifty-seven varieties of dress. Some in episcopal vest 
and collars reversed. Some in long, black robes of various styles. The 
Bishop of Bombay is conspicuous for his robe of white. Some wear long 
hair and beards. We have Metropolitans, Primates, Archbishops, and a 
fine collection of Bishops, while the lesser lights known as Doctors of 
Divinity are too numerous to mention. Theological professors, too, are 
very much in evidence. 

The work is difficult, as everything has to be put in three languages— 
English, German, and French. This makes progress rather slow at times. 
In fact, the other day in my committee in just an hour and a half the 
progress we made was like a hitching post. No part of the work planned 
for the committee was even touched. Some are rather pessimistic. I am 
not. I feel that much more will really be accomplished if we get to know 
and respect each other, than if we simply passed a resolution adopting an 
intellectual formulation which might seem to suit everybody. 

It is a fine place to study human nature, which is a commodity that 
shows itself even in a World Conference of Christians. For instance, Dr. 
O. W. Thompson, formerly president of Ohio State University, told me this 
morning that he found a group of the Eastern Orthodox Church that is 
quite anxious for unity and optimistic about it. This group feels, how- 
ever, that in addition to the Bible and the historic creeds, there is quite a 
body of tradition that has grown up in the Church which should be made a 
basis of union of the several churches. Union of denominations is really 
a very simple matter. All that is necessary is for every one to drop his 
little prejudices, accept my belief, and the rest is simple enough. 

I said my trip is exceeding expectations. But that does not express it. 
Had I thrice my capacity for taking things in and three times as much 
time, I would have all I could do to embrace the opportunities. To be in 
close association for two months with such a select and representative group 
as constitutes the American Seminar would itself offer opportunities to 
take the major part of one’s time. But when one adds to this the privilege 
of seeing and hearing the prominent people that are on our programs in 
various places, and can meet many of them personally, he feels that he is 
enjoying privileges of a lifetime. But this is not all. To see the people 
of eight nations of Europe in their own towns and rural homes, to speak 
with some either directly or through an interpreter, gives one a new sense 
of the dignity and value of the human soul. In the presence of all these 
privileges and opportunities, I stand humbled, at times almost overwhelmed. 
What does it all mean? To attempt to tell would bankrupt the English 
language. 

: GEORGE C. ENDERS. 

Geneva, Switzerland. 



































Apply thy heart unto instruction— 


Proverbs 23:12. 
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There are wide counsels going these days 
in reference to new school ventures of many 
young men and young women. In homes 
where there are young folks of college age, 
likely there is no more discussed topic. In 
some instances, decisions may have been 
made for some time; heart and mind of the 
home are busy with final plans. In a good 
many other cases, the investigation of 
weeks is shaping up to what must be a 
choice before many more days. So many 
schools to select from; so many possible 
courses to take; and so many things to con- 
sider when it comes to deciding what special 
aims are to be given preference,—and so 
it goes. 

Persons who have not this problem to 
consider, or persons who are not in touch 
with it in any special way, hardly realize 
the actual investment of spirit and concern 
that is made in the education of a son or 
daughter, or both. Just a few days ago, in 
a home where two or three daughters are in 
the process of their training, there were 
some moments of touching reference to the 
enterprise. Two of the daughters teach 
during the regular year, and go to school 
during the summer; it is the way they have 
chosen to aid themselves in reaching their 
hopes for their training. Another daugh- 
ter soon is to start her preparation. There 
' is a brother in the home; it was evident 
» that he was interested too, from the point 
of view of helping. Good-spiritedly remain- 
ing at home, he shows an active concern in 
the success of his sisters. Father and 
mother were aware that they were doing 
without in order to aid the program upon 
which they seem to have all agreed. 

' There is something touching, indeed, 
about a situation like this. It shows that 
there is such a thing as Christian co-opera- 
tion, and something akin to mutual help- 
fulness, in the home. 
com 











































“The mind has a thousand eyes, 
And the heart but one.” 


oO 








But to some of us who are in more or less 
contact with some of these problems, there 
") are some very searching instances coming 
to attention. Among them there is prob- 
ably no greater than cases where it looks 
a little doubtful if funds will permit the 
realization of hopes of parents and of sons 
or daughters. Will your imagination fill in 
where, for special reasons, blanks occur in 
the following quotation from a letter that 
came not long ago? 

“School time is drawing near. If it is 
Possible to find a. . anywhere with 
sufficient salary to support myself and him 
-... I would take a .... anywhere, and 
he is not willing to come to... . if I can 
not come along. At present the moving 
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At Prayer Time 


anywhere is, financially, going to embarrass 
me unless I am very careful; so much so, 
that ....is begging me to let him stay 
out and work this year. But he is just 
eighteen, and a year among people who do 
not believe much in the higher education, 
with other social questions which are so 
alluring at that age, confront him that I 
am anxious to keep him in school now when 
he can throw all his energy and mind in 
the direction of his higher ambition. . . .” 


This is an instance where a father and 
a son are trying to work out a difficult 
problem. The mother is gone to be in the 
presence and instruction of the Great 
Teacher. The son, wishing to remain as a 
source of comfort to the father, desires the 
father to go with him in order that they 
may live together. The father, interested 
in the companionship of the boy, would like 
to make plans to keep as much of the home 
together as they have left. Yet, if neces- 
sary, the father will go anywhere in order 
to give the son the chance they want for 
him; and the son wishes to remain out of 
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Let us put by some hour of every day 

For holy things—whether it be when 
dawn 

Peers through the window-pane, or 
when the noon 

Flames like a burnished topaz in the 
vault, 

Or when the thrush pours in the ear 
of eve 

Its plaintive melody; some little hour 

Wherein to hold rapt converse with 
the soul 

From sordidness and self a sanctuary, 

Swept by thet winnowing of unseen 
wings, 














And touched by the White Light In- 
effable. 
—Clinton Scollard, in The Nash 
Journal, 
S J) 








school this year in order to aid the father 
in the finances of their home. 
What fine foundations for an education 
to be built upon! 
o 


There are some to whom doors seem ac- 
tually closed. Sometimes it seems quite the 
human: thing to do for a son or a daughter 
to remain with the home problem, sacrific- 
ing, if necessary, his.or her hopes for 
special training. In other instances, the 
problem of health is the thing that deters, 
—health is too big a price to pay for train- 
ing. But there are cases where neither 
health nor schooling can be hoped for in 
any great way. It makes one pause 
thoughtfully to set some of the instances 
along side of cases where good fortune 
seems to favor the plans of many, and some 
of these are not so seriously committed to 
many of the higher’ ambitions. School, to 
many, is a matter of course; it comes when 
they are ready for it,—much like getting a 
suit of clothes when it is wanted. College 
will probably mean a great deal to their 
culture and to their later usefulness. But 
there is not the yearning of heart or search- 
ing of mind for ways and means, nor is 
there any of the anxiety of uncertainty nor 
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the strain of nerve less the venture prove 
to be too much of an undertaking. This is 
as it should be, of course; but one must 
think of those with whom fortune is not so 
kind. 

Now you may ask why bring these 
things into such considerations as this page 
implies. It is hard to answer specifically; 
perhaps one reason is that to some of us, 
these are the issues that are crowding into 
our thought these days. Another is that 
where the problems are being solved with 
difficulty, a meditation common to all of us 
may help some to carry the load. Possibly 
the greater reason for this consideration, 
however, is to bring to our hearts the con- 
sciousness that there is worthy struggle for 
worthy ends in many worthy homes in our 
country. And it may be, where apparent 
defeat’ is faced, there will be new facings 
of the problem or new setting toward life 
that will do much to retrieve what present 
circumstances may seem to deny. 

oO 

big the clutch of things my heart shall 
ose 

Serenity, let me stand still and raise 

My eyes to these remembered peaks that 
aze 

Steadfast when fog-filled valley roads con- 
use: 


If in the toils of selfishness I choose 

To dole out service by the rule of days, 
Let me recall these lavish garden ways 
Where petals fall uncounted in the dews. 


Such wisaom is not found in any book, 
Such truths are not for pedants to express, 
And this is holy ground on which I tread: 

I cannot meet a mountain’s level look 
Without a blush of shame for pettiness, 
Nor walk in gardens and not bow my head. 


—Molly Anderson Haley. 
oO 


Instruction is not denied one if college or 
university does not become possible. One 
still can keep the learning mind and the 
seeking heart, however limited one may be 
in realizing a life ambition. 

It is necessary for the most of us to bal- 
ance between what we can do and what we 
want to do. 

Sometimes a handicap develops a stronger 
character, at least it helps to bring it out 
more clearly. 

sa 


In youth, 
I was arrogant, bold, and certain! 
And the world called me “fool’’. 
Today— 
I stand in awe of my own ignorance— 
Yet men do term me wise. 

—George Zebrowski. 


Oo 


Keep us ever in quest of that which we 
do not know, our Father; right knowledge, 
rightly used must lead to thee. Keep us 
mindful of the teachers thou hast given us; 
nature, human experience, parental counsel, 
thinkers past and present. Guide us in any 
plan we may have for instruction that it 
may really mean an enlargement of our life. 
Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 





Woman's 


Mrs. Emma'S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Japanese Peers and Christianity 


MESSIONARIES in-Japan-are taking new 

courage’ for/their tasks from the shelv- 
ingiof the! law, proposed by the Minister of 
Education to control all religious teaching. 
The bill‘ was decisively beaten in the: House 
of : Peers. 

“Christianity ‘found friends in many un- 
expected: quarters when this bill came be- 
fore the: Diet;’’\; writes;; one: missionary. 
“Many objectionable’ features were stricken 
out;or modified: (In the! Diet) there was 
revealed. in a singular way: the intellectual 
change that has taken place in Japan. The 
debates were keen, ‘intelligent; fair, and re- 
vealed a knowledge of Christianity and a 
wish to promote its growth that should 
hearten any doubting Thomas. The bill was 
finally shelved in, the House of Peers.” 

One of. the leading. Japanese’ papers: said 
in connection with the defeat of the bill: 
“Among ‘the factors which impressed them 
(the Peers) was the extent of the indirect 
influence of Christianity among the people 
of this country. ... The Christians are 
numerically a small body, but for every 
family that numbers professed Christians 
among ‘its members, there ' are ‘many’ who 
have come in contact with Christian work 
and teaching, and, though not adherents of 
any Christian body, are averse, to any step 
that would hamper the liberty that Chris- 
tians value. 1. . The: episode effectively 
illustrates the general sympathy of the 
people of Japan, and their legislature, with 
the Christian’ movement... . and the 
power of a vigorous and ‘educated minority 
to influence the course of government.” 


An Interesting, Leaflet 


NEW ‘leaflet entitled, “The Call'of the 
Navajos”, has ‘just been ‘published by 
our Woman’s Mission Board. 

This ‘leaflet! will be! fourid in the “Enve- 
lope of Helps” for the next year’s. mission- 
ary programs, and may be used “atthe No- 
vember meeting. 

It was at the request of the writer, that 
his name'‘does not appear upon this very 
helpful and attractive leaflet, but we do 
appreciate the assistance of Dr. McD, How- 
sare in making it possible. to;add this new 
leafiet to our program helps, and we just 
mention it here that our women may know 
to whom we are indebted for this contribu- 
tion, 

Mr. Howsare re¢ently visited the Roose- 
velt School at Fort Apache, Arizona, where 
his daughter is Religious Work Director for 
the Indian children there. 

“What the world needs is a new race of 
men, and women who will courageously face 
all the facts of life and bring to mankind, 
through. their,own.experiences in living, a 
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spiritually vital and socially efficient faith 
in God.” 


Envelope of Helps 
RDER your Envelope of Program Helps 
early, so as not to miss any of the letters 
from missionaries which are to be sent each 
month to the folks who order the Programs 
and Helps. 





Foreign Missions 


Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





S has already been announced in this 

column, Rev. and Mrs. D. P. Barrett 
have just returned from Ponce, Porto Rico, 
to take a year’s furlough in the States, and 
on September 8, Rev. and Mrs. B. W. Mor- 
ton and Miss Victoria E. Adams sail for 
Porto Rico to carry on the mission work 
of the Christian Church. 











Rev. and Mrs. Morton 





| 
__ 
| 





Brother and Sister Morton are already 
well known to our people, having completed 
their first term of more than three years on 
the island. They are returning for their 
second term after a furlough of some 
months, most of which was spent among 
their own people in Canada. They have 
spent much time visiting the churches of 





Miss Adams 


the Ontario Conference which has _ sup- 
ported them ever since they began their 
work in Porto Rico. They have also visited 
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some of our other churches and they re- 
turn to their work with the best wishes 
of an increasing number of friends 
throughout our denomination. 

Miss Victoria Esther Adams, New Bri- 
tain, Connecticut, goes out for her first 
term of missionary service. The Septem- 
ber number of The Christian Missionary, 
soon to be mailed, carries a very interesting 
sketch of her life. She is a graduate of 
Elon Christian College and in addition has 
taken a course in practical nursing which 
will be a great asset to her in her work. 
During her college days Miss Adams gave 
particular attention to Religious Education 
and Physical Education, and we feel that 
she is exceedingly well qualified to fit into 
the needs of our Porto Rican field in a 
splendid way. She is thoroughly devoted 
to missionary work to which she has felt 
definitely called and we are expecting to 
see her grow into a large place of useful- 
ness. Of course her first year will be de- 
voted largely to a study of the language. 

We are not able to say yet just where the 
Mortons and Miss Adams will be located 
during the furlough of the Barretts, but 
this will be announced later. There will 
still be time to drop them a line before 
they sail, and those wishing to do so should 
address them c.o. S. S. San Lorenzo, Sailing 
September 8, from Pier 35, Atlantic Basin, 
Brooklyn, New York. A host of friends 
wish for them a pleasant voyage and a 
term of wonderful service. 





The General Convention 
and 
Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





QUESTION : 

How should a conference committee pro- 
ceed to apportion a conference’s share of 
the denomination-wide budget to the several 
churches? G. S. 


ANSWER: 

(a) If your conference share of the 
budget is, say, $10,000, the Convention’s 
plan suggests that one-fourth of it or $2,500 
should be apportioned on the basis of total 
membership, rich and poor, old and young; 
that is, divide the $2,500 by the total mem- 
bership of the conference and multiply that 
result by the membership of a local church 
and you would have dollars. 

(b) One-fourth of the $10,000, or $2,500, 
should be apportioned according to the 
value of the church property; that is, divide 
the $2,500 by the total value of the proper- 
ty of the churches of the conference and 
multiply that result by the value of a local 
church’s property and you will get 
dollars. 

(c) One-fourth of the $10,000, or $2,500, 
should be apportioned on the basis of 
salaries paid pastors; that is, divide the 
$2,500 by the total amount paid by the 
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churches of the conference for pastors’ sal- 
aries and multiply the result by the salary 
paid by the given church and you would 
get dollars. 

(d) One-fourth of the $10,000, or 
$2,500, should be apportioned on the basis 
of the total giving of the churches for all 
purposes; that is, divide the $2,500 by the 
total amount raised by the churches of the 
conference for all purposes and multiply 
that result by the total amount raised for 
all purposes by the given church and you 
would get dollars. 

(e) Add the four results together and 
you would have a given church’s share of 
the $10,000. Of course odd dollars and 
cents ought not to be considered. 

The four methods make a very equitable 
apportionment. It is evident on the face of 
it that no one of the four ways itself would 
be entirely equitable. 

Speaking in general terms, it means that 
some 71,000 church members, not including 
the Southern Convention, are asked to raise 
$200,000 annually for our denomination- 
wide needs. In round numbers, it actually 
means approximately three dollars per 
church member per year, or twenty-five 
cents a month. We ought to do that, and 
can do it if we want to. Is there anyone 
who thinks we ought not earnestly to try to 
average twenty-five cents a month, the price 
of two or three sodas or cigars, or a movie 
for the denomination-wide enterprises of the 
Christian Church? 

It can be done by each church if it will 
actually prepare for and heartily make an 
annual every-member canvass. Let’s fail 
in trying rather than not to try! We can 
do it if we will to do it! 


HE Ohio Central Conference approved 

the Convention budget plan of finance 
heartily and adopted the report of its 
Budget Committee which reported the 
amount that would be the fair share of 
each church. Thus Ohio Central takes her 
place by the side of the New Jersey and 
New York Eastern conferences. A number 
of business laymen spoke highly of the busi- 
nesslike plan. We have had a thousand 
churches with almost as many ways of con- 
ducting their finances. The budget plan will 
not be just like the one you may have used, 
but it will be easy shortly to make all those 
minor adjustments. The plan is wise and 
equitable. 


Wanted: A Christian Understanding 
of China 


(Continued from page eight) 
a deeper mutual understanding may be cre- 
ated? 

It is true that China at the present mo- 
ment is not asking for the service of for- 
eigners in any large way. It is true that 
we have got to think into our position 
again, and that many things we have taken 
for granted must be reaffirmed. But I do 
not believe that it is true that the missionary 
movement in China is at the beginning of 
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A Letter From Florence, Italy 


EAR Folks at Home: 
D It may be that you are thinking that I am lost somewhere in the 

wilds of Europe. Hardly so bad, though I did get left behind one 
time. Not my fault though. We have been so continuously on the go that 
it has been difficult to find time to write. It certainly does not seem pos- 
sible that I have been away from Norfolk only four weeks today. We have 
visited London, Brussels, Paris, Lucerne, Milan, Venice, and are now in 
Florence, Italy. The trip has been wonderful. Every place full of inter- 
est and beauty. Lucerne, however, is the most beautiful place we have 
visited. There are beauty and grandeur every way you turn. Mountains, 
lakes, and waterfalls. They seem almost to speak to you. The mountains 
are high and capped with snow. They fairly glisten in the sunlight. The 
water is clear as crystal. Should one’s life be unclean and his mind im- 
pure, the very atmosphere would have a tendency to take away the impur- 
ities and make him white as the driven snow. It seems eminently fitting 
that the World Conference on Faith and Order should meet here. 

Venice is the most unusual city that we have seen, built in the Adriatic 
Sea, with neither streets, automobiles, nor horses. They have walkways, 
alleys, or sidewalks. When you want to go anywhere, you either walk or 
call a gondola (something like a canoe). A very interesting city. She was 
at one time the most powerful factor in Europe, the mistress of the sea, 
but today she is the seller of dainty silks and glass beads for female deco- 
rations, and of odd toys to amuse little children. Yes, there are yet to be 
seen samples of famous Venetian glass, more decorative than useful. One 
of the oldest and most elaborate churches in the world is here, St. Marks 
Cathedral. It dates back to the Eleventh Century. It was built of the 
gold, marble, and pearls taken by the victorious Venetians in their many 
wars, and her pirates who terrified the seas. It is a unique building, full 
of history and ancient glory. People come to worship at almost every 
hour of the day. Will finish the story of Venice when I am back. 

Florence, where we now are, is the nearest dead of any place I have 
seen. The buildings are somber and the streets seem to be deserted, except 
as the people plow homeward after the day’s toil. They have here wonder- 
ful cathedrals and marvelous art galleries, the finest in the world. Flor- 
ence can boast of her past. These great cathedrals were built in the past— 
Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, and Twelfth Centuries. Here lived Raphael, the 
great painter; Michelangelo, the great sculptor; Galileo, the great scient- 
ist; and Savanorola, the great preacher and reformer. The spirits of these 
great souls are still here, but their kind have perished and are no more. 
The dark faces and the weary eyes of the peasants seem to be running to 
and fro in search of them, but not so, they see only Mussolini and fear 
that he is a delusion. He is too militaristic to be the deliverer of an 
oppressed people. 

We leave today for the city of Rome. Have been well all the time, but 
am getting anxious to see you. 





L. E. SMITH. 








the end. I do not believe that it is true that 
China has really turned away from Chris- 
tianity. Much that is happening today, 
much to which our main attention is being 
given in the Chinese situation, must be re- 
garded as of a temporary character. The 
fact remains that Christ has something to 
give to China which no other can give; that 
if he is seen without the drawbacks and mis- 
understandings with which we of the West 
have so often clothed him, he must make his 
own irresistible appeal to many in this land. 


oO 


A compliment is most appreciated when 
it comes with the flavor of real sincerity 


evident upon it. What could be more grati- 
fying in this respect than the appreciation 
implied in the eager exclamation of a little 
lad who, after studying the lesson on the 
“excellent” woman in Prov. 31, ran home to 
his mother, and breathlessly cried: “Mother, 
we have been studying about you in the 
Sunday-school today.” The mother who 
could evoke such a tribute from her own 
child is a mother indeed.—Selected. 


eI 


“Where you cannot ask God’s presence, 
do not venture your own. There is no right 
errand on which you cannot count on God’s 
blessing and companionship.” 
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Solomon Dedicates the Temple 


THE UNIFORM LESSON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1927 
I Kings 8:1-11; 62, 63 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—I was glad when they said 
unto me, Let us go into the house of the 
Lord.—Psalm 122:1. 


@ 
Sa ° 





HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, September 5—Preparation for 
Building the Temple. 1 Kings 5:1-12. 
Tuesday, September 6—The Building of 
the Temple. 1 Kings 6:1-10. 
Wednesday, September 7—The Temple 
Completed. 1 Kings 6:14-32. 
Thursday, September 8—The Temple 
Adorned. 1 Kings 6:23-36. 
Friday, September 9—Solomon Dedi- 
cates the Temple. 1 Kings 8:1-11. 
Saturday, September 10—The Temple of 
God. 1 Cor. 13:10-17. 
Sunday, September 11—Love for God’s 
House. Psalm 122:1-9. 











AN ORDER OF WORSHIP 


Call to Worshp. 

Psalms 121 and 122—Read responsively by 
superintendent and school. 

Hymn—‘‘O Worship the King,” No. 281 in 
“Worship and Song.” 

Prayer—By the pastor. Thanks for taber- 
nacle and temple, for cathedral, church, 
and meetingplace of worshipers, and for 
all that they have meant and still mean 
to religion, truth, and the world, and 
prayer for church planners, architects, and 
builders. 

Kings 8:1-11; 62, 63—-Read by teacher of 
adults. 

Hymn—"“The Church's One Foundation,” 
No. 205 in “Worship and Song.” 

Superintendent—The new Sunday-school 
plant we are one day to have. 

Secretary—What is the best word for today? 

Model Prayer—By whole school. 

Lesson Period. 


Solomon Assembled the Elders 


SOMETIMES there is criticism of the con- 

ferences and conventions and_ schools 
and assemblies held in these days in the 
name of religion. But if it be an error, it 
is a very old one. Long ago delegates or 
representatives were called together into 
conference for teaching and inspiration. 
But is it not the strength of God’s cause to 
get his followers to come together? Even 
the Roman Catholics, governed as they are 
by the Pope, yet meet in their great pan- 
Catholic assemblies, and their movement is 
strengthened by it. But conference is the 
very life of protestantism. God is where 
the people “are gathered together” thinking 
and praying and planning together. So 
our denominational conferences and our 
great interdenominational gatherings are 
bringing in the unity which will reveal 
Christ as the Son of God. 


All the Elders Came 


Is it not fine when they all come when 
they have been invited or elected, or ap- 


pointed? Sure, there are times when this 
is quite impossible, and in that event we 
should notify the proper person; but there 
are many who are elected as delegates to 
conference and do not go. There are some 
Sunday-school teachers and officers, too, 
who for the merest trifles stay away from 
their sacred trust. Then your brethren put 
confidence in you and elected you to mem- 
bership on that committee or executive. 
You dishonor them and yourself when you 
are careless in attendance when your pres- 
ence, your counsel, and your vote are ex- 
pected. 


The Priests Took up the Ark 


There are services common to us all in 
the work of God, but there are some for 
which special training and special fitness is 
needed. The ministry of the priests was to 
be performed by them alone, and they were 
to be supported by the rest of the people. 
The tribe of Levi was given no inheritance 
in Israel, but all the other tribes shared in 
its support. They were to give themselves 
undividedly to the temple ministry. Still 
the Church needs men and women, too, who, 
giving themselves wholly to the work of 
@od, are supported by rest of the people. 


Into the Oracle of the House 


The ark was the symbol of the presence 
of God, and it was to be the very heart, the 
very center, of the temple. In one of our 
great religious weeklies a while ago there 
was an interesting discussion as to what 
should be central in our worship services. 
Well, surely the consciousness of God’s 
presence should be our great aim. The tone 
of the building, the singing, the praying, 
the Bible reading, and the sermon should 
all lead to the consciousness of God. 


But in our homes and in our individual 
lives, should it not also be that the ark, or 
the presence of God, is central? After all, 
what will your life amount to or what will 
be the value of your home during these 
short years, if God be not the vital, central 
factor? 


Nothing in the Ark Save 
the Two Tables of Stone 


In Hebrews, we are told there were other 
things, or had been, but possibly they have 
faded away. But the Word of God abideth 
as the great revelation of God. We have 
had much controversy about that great old 
book, and some have been so fearful about 
it that they have become irritable, and some 
even ugly, but that was just showing their 
lack of faith. The Bible does not need us 
to put up our quarrelsome hands to save it, 
any more than the ark needed the hand of 
Uzzah. The Word may not be interpreted 
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by us as our fathers understood it, nor will 
it be by our children. But it revealed God 
to our fathers, the God of the Bible in our 
day is precious to us, and our children will 
find God in the same priceless literature. 


Glory of Jehovah Filled the House 


It always does fill the place where his 
presence is made the central thing. If God 
is in your church or home or life, his glory 
will be manifested. You cannot hide God, 
for he makes everything radiant where 
he is. 


The King and All Israel With Him 
Offered Sacrifices 


God is no respecter of persons, and the 
king and his weakest subject are alike in 
his eyes, and each has his responsibility for 
which he must give account. Then it was 
all Israel that had a part. In these days it 
seems as though many thought they were 
exempt from religious responsibility, but 
there does not seem to be anything in God’s 
Word or in reason that will excuse anyone. 
King and subject made their offering, and 
so must you, if you are to have part with 
God. 


The Calendar 


FF goes another calendar leaf! We 

tear it away and put it in the waste- 
basket. We have no more use for the dates 
of the days that are past. Is it true also 
of our lives? Have the days been such that 
there is nothing further for them than to 
be torn off and put into the wastebasket, or 
have we put something into them that shall 
be cherished and kept, like one of those 
great words of poets or prophets? 

Paley, the author of “Natural Theology” 
and “Evidences of Christianity,” threw 
away the first two years of his college 
course in carelessness, noise, and extrava- 
gance. One morning one of his own idle 
set came into his room, before he was up, 
and said: “Paley, you are a fool. You are 
wasting your time and your chances. Why 
not rouse yourself and do _ something 
worthy?” 

Before he left his bed he had determined 
that he would redeem his life from indiffer- 
ence and folly. Thus began the career of 
development and usefulness which is one of 
the glories of England and of the Church 
of Christ.—Selected. 

5 


The Christian apologist stands no longer 
on the slippery or shifting ground of a 
purely historical science. He sees no sense 
in sham fight. He has done forever with 
the old debates about Biblical origins and 
authorships, about the credibility of Judges 
or the edibility of Jonah, as if it were on 
these matters that his faith were to rest. 
He would now fairly and frankly advance 
his Christian experience of God and put 
it at the disposal of all who will use it.— 
Raymond Calkins, in "The Eloquence of 
Christian Experience”. 
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How Should I Spend God’s Portion of My Money? 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR SEPTEMBER 11, 1927 
Mal. 3:8-12; 2 Cor. 8:1-5, 9 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the Christian Church 


Program Pointers 

Draw an enlarged picture of a silver dollar on the 
blackboard, a circle will do. Be sure that it is large 
enough so that all in the room can see it distinctly. 
It ought to be at least a foot and a half in diameter ; 
better if it can be two or three feet. Divide this, by 
lines, into ten parts. Naming one part the Lord’s 
part, have the members tell you how you are to 
spend it. Then have them tell you how you are to 
use the other nine-tenths. 

For Debate: Resolved, That what we possess is our 
own and that God has no rightful claim on any por- 
tion of it. 

Topic Thoughts 

AL. 3:8. “Will a man rob God? Yet 

ye have robbed me. But ye say, Where- 
in have we robbed thee? In tithes and 
offerings.” Most of us have little respect 
for a thief who steals things which belong 
to others. If there be any difference in de- 
gree, which do you think would be the most 
heinous—to steal from a fellow-man or to 
steal from God? Do you think there are 
any of us who can truthfully plead inno- 
cent to the charge that we have robbed 
God? God said that the children of Israel 
had robbed him by not giving for his serv- 
ice his portion—the tithe—and they had 
robbed him in that they had not brought 
to him the offerings. Can any of us say 
that all our lives at all times, under all 
circumstances, we have given to the Lord’s 
cause his portion of our income? And then 
over and above that, have we made offer- 
ings, out of the gratitude of our hearts, to 
him? It is a serious thing to rob God. We 
will not be able to prove an alibi when we 
stand in the court of high heaven. We will 
be caught with the goods. 

V. 9. “Ye are cursed with a curse: for 
ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.” 
A certain religious publication makes the 
statement that the Protestant and Catholic 
churches in the United States spent $650,- 
000,000 for all their work, both at home 
and abroad, last year, while the people of 
the United States spent $800,000,000 a year 
on radios. Is this nation robbing God? I 
think even those who are inclined to look 
most leniently upon the prodigal waste of 
money will have to say in the light of these 
facts that it is robbing God. And this is 
but one of the many, many ways in which 
this nation is spending God’s money on self, 
and many of them much more wastefully 
and sinfully than this one of buying radios. 

Fitzhugh Wright, in an article in the 
May number of Success says, 


Tunney, the heavyweight champi- 
on, has an annual income of ....$1,000,000 

Dempsey, former champion, has 
an annual income of 

Tex Rickard, promoter, has an 
annual income of 

Delaney, light heavyweight 
champion, has an annual in- 
come of 

Babe Ruth, home run champion, 
has an annual income of 


400,000 
300,000 


250,000 
150,000 


Cobb, champion batsman, has an 
annual income of 

Judge Landis, baseball executive, 
gets an annual income of 

Speaker, champion fielder, has an 
annual income of 

Gertrude Ederle, champion wom- 
an swimmer, has an annual in- 
come of 

Hagen, gold champion, has an an- 
nual income of 


75,000 
65,000 
60,000 


60,000 
40,000 


These ten sportsmen have a combined 
income of $2,400,000. These millions re- 
ceived by them are dollars which belong to 
the Lord. Think of how many mission- 
aries could be sent out, how many new mis- 
sion fields opened up, how many churches 
builded, if we should admit that their man- 
ner of getting a living was legitimate, and 
allow them a handsome living income or 
wage and then turn the remainder into 
these channels. 


Think of the millions spent on tobacco, 
and cosmetics and chewing gum and multi- 
tudes of other ways that we could get along 
better or just as well without, and then 
ask the question, Are we robbing God? Are 
we cursed as a nation because we are rob- 
bing God? I believe we are. I believe the 
Mississippi flood and tke Florida tornado 
and the terrible storms we have had in 
different parts of this country and the 
earthquakes would never have been, had 
we given God that which belonged to him. 

V. 10. “Open the windows and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.” This outpouring of 
blessing is conditioned upon their bringing 
the tithes into the storehouse. Spiritual 
blessing? Yes. Material blessing? Most 
assuredly, as the next verse definitely 
proves. 

V. 11. “And I will rebuke the destroyer 
for your sakes, and he shall not destroy 
the fruits of your ground; neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before the time in 
the field, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

I went down through the valley of Vir- 
ginia, and they were cutting down all the 
beautiful cedar trees throughout that valley. 
I asked why, and was told that their or- 
chards were being destroyed by a rust that 
came from the cedar tree. I told them I 
believed that if they would give God what 
was his due they would have no more 
trouble with the rust and they could save 
all the cedar trees that were left standing. 

We are in a life and death struggle 
against insect pests in this country and in 
the world. Corn-borers, cotton-boll weevil, 
gipsy moth, and hundreds of other de- 
structive pests. I believe we are cursed of 
God by these pests because we do not give 
to God that which belongs to him. We 
would be a delightsome land indeed if we 
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gave God a square deal 
matters. 

If we would be fully pleasing to God, we 
would give for the carrying on of his work 
the one-tenth and we would use the other 
nine-tenths as stewards who must give an 
account to God of how we used that nine- 
tenths, for it all belongs to him and we are 
just possessors and not owners. 


in our money 


To Illustrate 

There is a well-known story of two men 
meeting on the street and discussing the re- 
cent death of a wealthy friend. - One of 
the men asked the other: “How much did he 
leave?” And the reply is very forceful: 
“Everything he had.” That is one of the 
chief perils involved in riches. The rich 
men are too apt to put their whole atten- 
tion upon their wealth and its management, 
so that when they come to die they have 
nothing else, and they go into the life after 
death absolutely bankrupt because they can 
not take these riches with them.—HE. R. 
Errett. 

Not only do the riches of the one who is 
captured by them fade away from him 
either before he dies or when he dies—bad 
as that is, it would be a very slight loss— 
the trouble is that the rich person himself 
fades away. His character becomes weak; 
he lacks the courage and the honesty and 
often the generosity and patience and other 
characteristics that go with a strong char- 
acter. These riches suck the very life out 
of the man, until he is but the husk of what 
he used to be, and that is why the teaching 
of Christ is so vigorous with regard to the 
abuse of wealth. What shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul?—E. R. Errett. 


The Shame of Rust: It is written into 
the laws of nature deeply that the things 
which are not used rot and rust away. Al- 
most everything in nature that is not being 
employed in some usefu] manner tends to be 
corrupted. For one to have a lot of wealth 
lying idle is to have that which stands as a 
vigorous condemnation of his own charac- 
ter. It proves at once that he is doing 
nothing but hoarding this wealth in selfish- 
ness because he has lost consideration of a 
desire to help and improve the condition of 
his friends and community. Christianity 
puts the burden on the rich man of using 
all that he has wisely and helpfully, and 
makes it a thing of dishonor that any one 
should hoard his riches. The very existence 
of rust on one’s riches is condemnation in 
the sight of Jesus Christ. Riches are to be 
used in such a way as to guarantee the 
storing up of spiritual riches in heaven, 
where moth and rust do not consume.— 
E. R. Errett. 


For Discussion 


How may we know that it would be right to 
give of the Lord’s portion to the poor? Gal. 2:10. 

How may we know that it is right for us to give 
of the Lord’s portion to the New East sufferers? 
Acts 11:27-30. 

What is God’s portion? Leviticus 27:30. 2 Cor. 
9 :6-11. 


Would it be right to use the Lord’s portion for the 


support of missionaries? 2 Cor. 11:9 


May we use God’s portion for the support of the 
church? Ex. 25:1-9. 


What is meant by the term Christian stewardship? 


Can you give in one sentence a general rule for 
the use of God’s portion of the money possessed by 
an individual? 

a 


“In all your life, have high and noble 
aims. You may not reach your ideal, but 
you can live towards it, and so bless the 
world.” 
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Grey Squirrel Strikes Back 
A Story 


BY REV. FRANK H. GARDNER 


814 (14) 
’VE got him! Oh, Mamma, I’ve got him! 
| Come and see him. He’s a beauty.” It 


was Teddy Bear hollering to his mamma 
to come and see the grey squirrel which he 
had captured in a little cage. When he first 
went down to Craigville (they did not 
know it by that name in those days) he 
had found a large number of grey squirrels 
flitting among the pine tops. Teddy used to 
throw peanuts out to them and they became 
quite friendly with him and would even 
come and sit on his knee, but as soon as 
he ventured to touch them they were gone. 

He thought and thought how he might 
capture one of them, and then he decided 
to make first the cage in case he succeeded. 
Accordingly he got a box and lined it with 
wire and then fixed a little open wire wheel 
on one end so that the squirrel could enter 
it from his box and have a good time, as 
well as exercise turning the wheel. 

He happened to have an old stocking leg, 
and this he made secure at one end. At the 
other end he bent some willows round to 
keep the stocking open. As the squirrels 
came down to eat from his knee he gradual- 
ly kept putting the peanuts into the open- 
ing of the stocking until finally one day one 
of them ventured far enough in, that with 
a quick movement of his hand Teddy had 
him securely inside the stocking leg. 

Very quickly he deposited his little prize 
inside the neat wire cage he had made for 
him and then came rushing up to show him 
to his mamma. Mamma Bear said some- 
thing about it seemed too bad to shut grey 
squirrel up in such a small space when he 
had such a good time running around in 
the tree tops. 

Teddy wanted to play with him and said 
that he would be sure to give him all he 
could eat and plenty of water and would 
be sure to keep his cage cleaned out as 
well. This part of his promise he kept, for 
Daddy Bear had said something about that 
if he ever caught the squirrel without food 
or water or that his cage was unclean, he 
would open the door and let him have his 
freedom again. 

Teddy had a delightful summer wander- 
ing here and there for berries, swimming 
in the breakers as they rolled in upon the 
fine sands where there was no danger from 
any undertoe as at other beaches, and hunt- 
ing for beach plums that used to be very 
plentiful in those days. Several times that 
summer he and his parents sailed along the 
Cape shore almost to the very end. 

Fishing was extremely good that season 
and Teddy rarely missed a day without 
either trying his good luck in the fresh 
water ponds or trailing for blue fish which 
seemingly filled the salt water in those 
early days of Craigville history. 

He found opportunity, however, to watch 





his little pet as he whirled his wheel around 
and round as his only form of amusement. 
Little did he dream how unhappy his cap- 
tive really was. While Teddy was having a 
round of good times and enjoying all the 
liberties of ocean, pines, fishing, berrying, 
and scores of other things, poor grey 
squirrel was shut up in his narrow box and 
had to satisfy himself with turning a wheel 
for amusement. 

The other squirrels would often come 
and talk to him and seek a way for him 
to escape, but Teddy had made the cage 
secure so that there was neither a way for 
any to get in or for the one inside to get 
out. They held indignation meetings in the 
tree tops and scolded because Teddy was so 
selfish to enjoy life himself and then keep 
another from having a good time. They 
planned all sorts of things to try to release 
their friend, but none of them seemed to 
be just the thing they could use. 

Vacation days for Teddy Bear came to 
an end as for all others, and soon Teddy 
had to leave his pleasant summer land for 
his old home again. He wanted to take 
grey squirrel home with him and keep him 





(7 ~ > 
THE SHADOWS 


N the shadows 

Deep and darkening, 
God’s eye watcheth 
O’er his own; 





Through the shadows, 
To us hearkening, 
God's voice speaketh 
From his throne; 


Speaketh saying, 
“T will never 
Leave my loved ones 


All alone.” 


Trust in him, when 
Storm-clouds lower, 
When the noonday 

Sun is bright; 


Hear him saying, 

“Tl am leading, 

Ever leading 

To the light.” 
—A. W. Cooper, in 
The Christian Herald. 














J) 








for the winter, but Daddy Bear said an em- 
phatic “No.” He knew full well that there 
would be frozen water dishes and that at 
times the food question would arise. 
Further, in all likelihood little grey squirrel 
would be the one to suffer if indeed he could 
stand the confinement through the long 
winter. 

Almost the last thing, therefore, that 
Teddy did before leaving his delightful 
summer home, was to open the door for the 
one he held captive all the summer. It took 
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but a mere wink for grey squirrel to see 
the opening and with a swish of his beauti- 
ful tail and jump he was far up one of the 
pines. He took a farewell glance at Teddy 
as much as to say you will never catch me 
again and if I ever get a chance I will get 
even with you for keeping me shut up all 
summer long. 

The following summer Teddy tried to in- 
duce the squirrels to come near for pea- 
nuts, but they had been told of his smart 
little trick, and try his best, they no longer 
had any use for him. At first he thought 
it was because of the long winter and they 
had forgotten him; but as the summer wore 
away he sadly learned the truth that he 
no longer had the friendship of the squirrel 
family. 

The second morning after he had pitched 
his tent he was startled quite early to hear 
a pine cone come tumbling down on its 
roof. It came with such force that he 
thought it must have dropped from the 
very top of some tall pine. A few minutes 
later another, and then as he was getting 
to sleep again another came down. 


He changed the location of his tent that 
morning, for he did not like the idea of 
being awakened as early as that all sum- 
mer long. The change of position made but 
little difference, for just at daybreak the 
pelting commenced again and continued at 
intervals of every few minutes until the 
sun was well up. 

Again he changed his place, but the morn- 
ing light brought the same annoyance as 
the day before. He found an oak a little 
one side and thought surely now he would 
be free from those cones dropping early in 
the morning. The breaking day, however, 
had the same message for him. 

Teddy was getting pretty well wrought 
up and now took the matter to Daddy Bear. 
At first Daddy was inclined to laugh and 
then he saw the serious side of the trouble. 
The next morning he was up with the first 
streaks of dawn and discovered just what 
he expected. Grey squirrel was throwing 
pine cones on Teddy’s tent. He surely was 
getting even. Daddy Bear told Teddy when 
he awoke that he guessed he was being re- 
paid for the kindness which he gave to 
Grey quirrel last summer while he himself 
was having the best of times. 

With Daddy’s help, he made a fly for his 
tent and that shut out a lot of the dis- 
turbance of the falling cones, but Grey 
Squirrel kept it up all summer long more 
or less to the great annoyance of Teddy. 
Nor was that all. Each succeeding summer 
as he pitched his little brown tent the 
squirrels kept up their little habit of drop- 
ping cones very early in the morning. 

As the years came and went the habit be- 
came quite fixed so that even now when the 
squirrels learn of a tent being set up in 
Craigville, or even when people open their 
homes in the early summer, they delight in 
dropping their empty cones on the roofs of 
the tents and homes. 

At Camp Craigville. Massachusetts. 
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The Children 


Madam Spider 


Madam Spider weaves 
Underneath the eaves 
A pretty little house of silken thread; 
Snugly fit in place 
It looks like paper lace 
Where across the window it is spread. 


With her big bright eyes 
Looking very wise, 
She sits within the center of her room 
Waiting for a fly 
To slowly flutter by, 
So that she may catch him in her loom. 


She will patient wait 
Trusting now in fate 
To send the dinner she has worked to earn; 
I can plainly see 
In this for you and me, 
Lessons all of us had better learn. 


We should never shirk 
But should do our work 
Faithful,—every day should do our best, 
Then with patience wait 
Railing not at fate 
While we trust our Father for the rest. 
—Bertha Inwood Michael. 


Marjorie’s Chlidren’s Day 


R. ELWOOD had just returned from the 
hospital and was looking very thought- 
ful and sad. 

“What is the matter, father?” asked his 
little daughter Marjorie. 

“Oh, I am thinking of Emily Monroe, 
poor child!” 

“Who is she?” 

“She is a young girl in the hospital. She 
had to have an operation a few days ago. 
She was so brave, but she is drooping now, 
and I am very much afraid she will not pull 
through. I’m sure she is homesick.” 

“Why doesn’t her mother go to see her?” 
asked Marjorie, eagerly. 

“Her mother is dead.” 

“Where is her father?” 

“On a long business trip in the Far 
West.” 

“Has she any sisters?” 

“Yes, several, but they are little children 
and are in a distant city, too far away to 
come to visit Emily. What she needs is 
cheer.” 

The following Sunday morning little 
Emily was lying on her bed at the hospital, 
her limbs tied, for she was not allowed to 
move them. Her face was pitifully pale and 
sad. Her eyes were closed, but slow tears 
forced themselves between her lids and 
rolled down her cheeks. 

She was homesick—so homesick! 

Presently the nurse came in softly, and, 
resting a hand on the aching head, said, 
“Would you like to see a dear girl who is 
waiting in the hall?” 

The tearful lids opened, revealing an 
eager look in the brown eyes. 

“Waiting?” she asked. 

“Yes, she came to see you.” 

“I do not know any girl in this town. Who 
is she?” 


“She is Marjorie Elwood, the doctor’s 
daughter.” 

“Oh, I love Dr. Elwood! 
his daughter in.” 

Presently Marjorie stood by Emily’s bed- 
side. Her face was radiant. 

“I know you’re Emily,” she said gently. 
“Papa told me about you. I’m Marjorie El- 
wood. I’ve brought you these; aren’t they 
sweet?” and she held out a bouquet of sweet 
June roses. 

A smile broke out over the wan face as 
the frail hand clasped the roses and kissed 
them. 

“Oh, I thank you, I thank you so,” she 
cried out. “How did you happen to think 
of bringing these to me?” 

“Why, it is Children’s Day at the church 
and I wanted you to have a share in it.” 

The nurse left the two girls together for 
fifteen minutes, during which time Marjorie 
did most of the talking. She told Emily of 
the songs that were to be sung that night, 
of the flowers and the birds, and the recita- 
tion that little Tom Clark was to give. “T’ll 
coax him to come over with me some day 
and recite it for you,” she said. 

Marjorie told other cheering things—how 
her brother, Roland, had a wonderful dog 
that could play many tricks and dance, and 
that when she came again she would bring 
some more interesting things. 

“Time is up,” said the nurse, coming in 
quietly. 

“All right,” was Marjorie’s cheerful re- 
sponse. Then, bending over Emily, she 
touched her forehead softly with her rosy 
lips, and laid down on the coverlet a small 
box with a pictured cover. 


Please bring 


In the evening just as Marjorie was about 
to start for the “children’s services,” her 
father came in. He had just returned from 
the hospital. 


“My dear,” he said, “Emily is much 


better. She has improved wonderfully since 
morning.” 

“Oh, I am so glad!” said Marjorie. 

“She was asleep when I went in,” he said, 
“and there was a smile on her face. Upon 
‘a little stand beside her bed was a bowl of 
beautiful June roses. In her frail hand 
there were clasped some sweet rosebuds. A 
small box lay on the side of the bed. Its 
contents were scattered over the spread. 
There were pictures and booklets that 
would interest her. I took her temperature 
and felt her pulse, and then looked at the 
nurse. She said, ‘It was Miss Marjorie 
who brought these flowers and pictures and 
made it so cheerful for Emily.’ It was a 
heaven-born thought that took you there, 
my dear. I verily believe she was pining 
for home or the sight of some of her people. 
You did a good deed, Marjorie, and Emily 
is likely to get well.” 

Marjorie’s face was beaming as she heard 
these words. Do you wonder that she felt 
happy as she kissed her father and hurried 
away to the service? That Children’s Day 
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meant a lot to Marjorie. It was a happy, 
happy day.—Youth’s Banner. 


How the Animals Sleep 

“Two eyes, are you sleeping? 

One eye, are you waking?” 

—Old Fairy Tale. 
Ducks sleep on the open water. In or- 
der to avoid drifting shoreward, they 

keep paddling with one foot, thus making 
them move continually in a circle. These, 
of course, are wild ducks. 

Horses frequently sleep standing up. 

Foxes and wolves sleep curled up, their 
noses and the soles of their feet close to- 
gether and blanketed by their bushy tails. 

Snakes, hares, and fish sleep with their 
eyes wide open. 

Owls, in addition to their eyelids, have a 
screen which they draw sideways across the 
eyes to shut out the light, and they sleep in 
the daytime. 

Birds, with the exception of owls and the 
curious hanging parrots of India, sleep 
with their heads turned tailward over the 
back and the beak thrust among the 
feathers between the wing and the body. 

Sloths sleep while hanging by their four 
feet, the head being tucked in between their 
forelegs. 

Storks, gulls, and other long-legged birds 
go to sleep standing on one leg. 

Elephants always sleep standing up.— 
Peter B. Prior, in Christian Advocate. 


How Ralph Got a Bible 


FTER Ralph had learned to read he 

longed for a Bible. He had heard a 
great deal about that good Book. His 
father read a passage aloud from it every 
day. His Sunday-school teacher said it was 
the best of all books. But Ralph’s parents 
were quite poor, and in those days Bibles 
cost much more money than they do today. 
So the little boy did not get the Bible. 

One day two strange men came to Ralph’s 
house. They were riding’ from one city to 
another, for there were no automobiles and 
no trolley cars in those days. They were 
weary and hungry, and the next town was a 
long way off. So they stopped to ask for 
dinner for themselves and their horses. 


As the men were eating they noticed that 
Ralph looked quite sad. One of them asked 
what he wished and he said: “I want a 
Bible”. 

His mother said: “Never mind, Ralph. 
Don’t fret, and next week I will take you to 
see George Washington.” 

One of the men was much pleased at 
hearing Ralph’s answer, and said: “I hope, 
dear boy, that you will always be fond of 
the Bible.” 

A day or two later the postman brought 
Ralph a handsome Bible. On the flyleaf 
there was written: “From George Wash- 
ington.” 

A few days later Ralph learned that one 
of the strangers to whom he talked that day 
was the kind-hearted George Washington.— 
Selected. 





THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Communications 


Still More for “A Business Man” 


I am enjoying the fine series of articles 
in The Herald which are coming in reaction 
to “A Business Man’s” article, written a 
few weeks ago, in regard to the pastor. I 
most heartily concur in what is said by 
J. W. Needham upon the subject, in the 
August 18 issue. Mr. Needham is a layman 
and a very busy man, holding a position of 
trust as an appointee of his State, yet he 
does not share in “Business Man’s” idea 
that the pastor of a church should become 
a “financial wizard.” After all, I feel that 
“Business Man’ has made a wise contribu- 
tion to a good cause, although his article, 
as I view it, was foreign to facts. Still it 
has called forth a number of illuminating 
ideas from various sources upon the subject. 
These ideas will bear fruit in giving a 
better understanding of the pastoral office; 
anyhow, we hope so. 

The article by Rev. A. H. Bennett, “Why 
the Christians Arose in Modern Times”, in 
a recent issue of The Herald also deserves 
a careful reading by our people. His ar- 
ticle contains some very striking state- 
ments. Brother Bennett is one of our most 
loyal preachers and possesses a fine Chris- 
tian character. Anything he might have to 
say in regard to the Christian movement 
should not be easily winked out of our 
consideration. 

R. J. ELLIs. 


Sumner, Illinois. 


In the “Good Old Days” 

If you have the space, I should like to 
add a little to Dr. Harper’s very able and 
interesting account of the origin of the 
Christian Church, as embodied in his ad- 
dress at the dedication of the memorial at 
the site of the Old Lebanon Church, Surry 
County, Virginia. 

In mentioning the “monarchical ideas” of 
Francis Asbury, and in his further observa- 
tion that “It was the Christmas conference 
that injected into the Methodist movement 
in America the idea of the episcopacy,” I 
believe Dr. Harper could have gone farther 
back for this episcopal idea to Wesley him- 
self. There is considerable evidence along 
this line. Wesley was an autocrat by na- 
ture, and Asbury was much like him. Both 
of them believed in close ecclesiastical or- 
ganization, and it is doubtful if either 
would ever have consented to a congrega- 
tional Methodist Church either in England 
or America. In other words, the secession 
of James O’Kelly, feeling as he did about 
church government, was bound to come 
sooner or later. 

Some years ago I had in my hands for 
a time a book borrowed from Drew The- 
ological Seminary. It was entitled “Meth- 
odist Liturgy,” and was the prayer book 
adopted by the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
at its organization at the aforementioned 
Christmas conference in 1784, and was in- 
tended to supersede the Book of Common 
Prayer of the Church of England, in use 
among Methodists up to that time. This 
book was prepared by John Wesley him- 
self, and was a slightly abbreviated ritual 
of the English Church. I will not go into 
the details of these changes, except to say 
that in the “Form of Ordaining a Bishop” 
the title was changed to “The Form of Or- 
daining of a Superintendent,” and that 
while “superintendent” was used consist- 
ently throughout the ritual instead of 
“bishop,” the undoubted intention of this 
ordination was to give the man consecrated 
a bishop’s powers without using the term 
“bishop.” The wording of the liturgy, fol- 


lowing so closely that of the English 
Church, shows this. However, John Wesley 
could not legally create a bishop, owing to 
an old law known as the “Praemunire Act 
of Henry VIII.” Thus he made Dr. Coke 
a “superintendent,” but really conferred on 
him the powers of a bishop, which in turn 
were passed on te Asbury at the Christmas 
conference, using the ritual prepared by 
Mr. Wesley. Substantially the same ritual 
has been used ever since among Methodists 
when consecrating their highest officers, ex- 
cept that the word “bishop” appears where 
formerly “superintendent” was used, as 
Methodists consider “general superintend- 
ent” and “bishop” are interchangeable 
terms, “bishop” being the easier word to 
use. So if Wesley did not inaugurate an 
“episcopal” Methodist Church in America, 
there seems to be no doubt but that he is 
responsible for the founding of a “super- 
vised” church, led by “superintendents” 
with episcopal powers. This was so long a 
way from the congregational polity of 
O’Kelly and others that agreement between 
the factions was impossible. And if I am 
not mistaken, this disagreement in govern- 
ment is likely to prevent union of the differ- 
ent churches far more than non-agreement 
in creeds. Ministers congregationally in- 
clined are loath to give up their independ- 
ence, while those favoring episcopacy main- 
tain that only closely knit and thoroughly 
organized churches have ever attained 
places of power and influence. 

An interesting side light on the events at 
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the time of the break between James 
O-Kelly and the General Conference of 1792 
is furnished by quoting from Asbury’s 
Journal. Dr. Harper says: “After three 
days’ debate and by political and parlia- 
mentary maneuvering, this eminently just 
motion was defeated, the vote being taken 
when about seventy-five of the preachers in 
attendance were absent at a revival meeting 
with only about one hundred present.” This 
vote, it will be remembered, was on the 
right of appeal of a minister from the ap- 
pointment given him by the bishop. It 
seems that according to his Journal Asbury 
withdrew from the conference during the 
debate “so that every one could freely speak 
his mind”. At the end, when the vote was 
taken, the O’Kelly resolution was lost; and 
on page 275 we read: “Mr. O’Kelly being 
disappointed in not getting an appeal from 
any station made by me, withdrew from the 
connection and went off. For himself, the 
conference well knew that he could not com- 
plain of the regulation. He had been located 
in the Southern District of Virginia for 
about ten successive years, and upon his 
plan might have located himself and any 
preacher or set of preachers to the district, 
whether the people wished to have them or 
not.” Evidently here was a misunderstand- 
ing between two good men who could not 
see alike. 

Later on we judge things became even 
more acrimonious, for, speaking of O’Kelly, 
Asbury says: “He has come down with 
great zeal and preaches three hours at a 
time upon government, monarchy, and 
episcopacy, occasionally varying the sub- 
ject by abuse of the Methodists, calling 
them aristocrats and tories, who, if they 
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seemed unsurmountable. 


its place. 


all will be well and good. 


how we might best succeed. 


equal distribution of the task. 


Hagerstown, Indiana. 





Our Budget Plan 


(THERE is not a member of the Christian Church that would not love to 

* see our church succeed. All of her enterprises are worthy of Christian 
people, and every one of them was a subject of much thought before being 
taken up as a part of our denominational work. To support these enter- 
prises, taking into consideration the changes that time and development 
bring, requires the development of dependable plans. 
in caring for our work in a financial way. The finance committee of the 
General Convention, after much and careful study, has offered a plan for 
the consideration of our conferences and churches. 

It is not our purpose to explain the plan here, as it has been before us 
for some time, but rather to urge that conference officials and pastors of 
churches make it a subject of due consideration. 
tain that our financial support will fall far short of our needs. 

Individually we need very much to realize that stewardship is a part of 
the plan for the life of every Christian, to handle what God has entrusted 
to our care in a way that will further the work of his Kingdom. Denomi- 
nationally we must accept a financial plan that will meet our needs. 
Forward Movement was the means of helping us over difficulties that 
So true is this that those who gave the matter 
careful consideration in its time have felt that it was sent of God in 
answer to the prayers of those who called upon him to show them a way out. 

The work of the Forward Movement as a means of raising finance is 
practically finished. As great as it has been, another plan must now take 
Furthermore, it must be an accepted and working plan in the 
near future, if we are to carry on our work as planned. 
and churches adopt the budget plan of the General Convention, I feel that 
If not, we as a denomination face a future with 
little hope for a program worthy of our church. 
at this time so much to consider what failure will bring to us as to consider 


The needs of our church were well known by our finance committee. To 
do less than they have asked in a financial way, invites failure. 
the work in the way they have asked that it might be done, means an 
It would be the beginning of a splendid 
work if every conference favorably considered the budget plan of the Gen- 
eral Convention in their coming annual sessions. 


Especially is this true 


Without a plan, it is cer- 


The 


If our conferences 


However, it is not ours 


To do 


H. H. SHort. 
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had the power, would force the government 
at the sword’s point. Poor man, the Meth- 
odists have but two of their very numerous 
society Members of Congress, and until 
these democratic times we never had one.” 

All of which leads us to wonder whether 
the “good old days,” with their religious 
controversies and unchristian spirit, were 
so much better than these present days of 
co-operation and courtesy. 

EK. B. HURLBURT. 
East Cleveland, Ohio. 


Postscripts 
I wish to thank you for the many won- 
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derful editorials in The Herald, and es- 
pecially for the one on “Prayer as an In- 
strument of Achievement”. Let us hop: 
that more of us will realize the truth cf 
this. 
J. W. NEEDHAM. 
Spring field, Illinois. 


Thanks for the splendid paper you are 
giving the readers. We may not all agree 
with all that is said, but we can agree with 
the spirit of Jesus as expressed. 


NELSON MILES HEIKES. 
Albion, Maine. 


Some Helps to Bible Study 


Know Your Bible. By Amos R. Wells. W. A. 
Wilde Company. 
Thinking Through the Scriptures. By William 


Parker White. Doran. $1.75. 


The Christianity of the Epistles. By Arthur W. 
Robinson, Doran. $1.25. 


A Guide to the Understanding of the Old Testa- 


ment. By John Edgar McFadyen. Doran. $1.75. 
Sermons on Books of the Bible. Vol. 2. By Wil- 
liam Wistar Hamilton, Doran, $1.75. 


The Messages of the Books. 
Maemillan. $2.50. 


By F. W. Farrar. 


THE coming of the fall and winter months 

ought to mean that there will be a very 
general turning again to books and periodi- 
cals—and in Christian homes this ought to 
mean that some of this reading would be 
spent with the Bible and with books which 
help one to better understand and know the 
Bible. Such books are constantly coming 
from the press in large numbers; and many 
of them are so good and so cheap that there 
is no excuse but laziness and indifference 
why so many professed Christians should be 
so ‘pitifully ignorant of the Scriptures and 
what they really are and teach. Several 
volumes have recently come to our desk 
which are prepared for the special purpose 
of giving one a more certain and reliable 
grasp of the Bible—especially those which 
treat of the various books as a whole and 
in a manner that readily impresses their 
outstanding features upon one’s mind. A 
little money well spent for books and a little 
time faithfully given to their study would 
save many a Christian from the ignorance 
concerning the Bible with which they are 
so many times embarrassed. 


We mention first one by a general favor- 
ite in the Christian world—Amos R. Wells. 
Anything he writes at once commands a 
wide attention and gets a large reading. 
This volume on Know Your Bible is a list 
of 1,500 questions—with answers in the 
latter part of the book—concerning the 
Bible. If anyone wishes to discover how 
meager is his technical knowledge of the 
literal Scriptures, here is an opportunity. 
It is also an opportunity greatly to increase 
his working knowledge of the Bible easily. 
The questions cover the chief Bible charac- 
ters, the Bible’s most significant and inter- 
esting events, and many of its most essen- 
tial teachings. They are prepared by Dr. 
Amos R. Wells, who long has been recog- 
nized as a master hand at such work. This 
volume is intended as a drill in just such 
questions touching the Scriptures as are 
continually coming up in Sunday-school and 
other places of Bible discussion. In these 
days when “Ask a Question” has become 
more than a game, such a book ought to find 
veady interest and a wide circulation. It 
will fit admirably into a very widespread 
desire for easily attained knowledge upon 
the facts of the Bible itself. 


Another study book on the Bible, but of 
an entirely different kind, is Thinking 








Through the Scriptures, as prepared by a 
member of the Moody Bible Institute. It is 
not a book for reading, but is a syllabus for 
study purposes. It leads one through the 
entire Scriptures, giving brief outlines of 
the various books together with questions 
upon the same. It is written from the 
thoroughly conservative viewpoint of the 
Moody Bible School. 


Still another study book for Biblical stu-. 


dents is the one upon New Testament let- 
ters, their setting and teaching—The Chris- 
tianity of the Epistles. Eight of the prin- 
cipal epistles are treated in a very illumi- 
nating and helpful way. There is a brief 
chapter on each of these epistles, which can 
be easily mastered, and which gives one a 
definite conception of the epistle, the con- 
dition under which it was written, the pur- 
pose for which it wus written, and the out- 
standing truths which it taught. With such 
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GROWING OLDER 
A LITTLE more tired at the close of day; 


A little less anxious to have our way; 
A little less ready to scold and blame; 
A little more care for a brother’s name. 
And so we are nearing the journey’s end, 
Where time and eternity meet and blend. 


A little less care for bonds of gold; 
A little more zest for the days of old; 
A broader view and a saner mind; 
A little more love for all mankind. 
And so we are faring a-down the way 
That leads to the gates of a better day. 


A little more love for the friends of youth; 
A little less zeal for established truth; 

A little more charity in our views; 

A little less thirst for the daily, news. 

And so we are folding our tents away 
And passing in silence at close of day. 


A little more leisure to sit and dream; 

A little more real the things unseen; 

A little nearer to those ahead, 

With visions of those long loved and dead. 
And so we are passing where all must go, 
To the place the living may never know. 


A little more laughter, a few more tears, 
And we shall have told our increasing years. 
That book is closed and the prayers are said, 
And we are part of the countless dead. 
Thrice happy, then, if some soul can say, 
“IT live because he has passed my way”. 
—Dr. . Barnes in 


Medical Herald. 
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a book in hand, there is no excuse for any 
Christian to be characterized by that as- 
tcunding ignorance of these letters which is 
so zeneial among the followers of Christ. 
A little time spent each week in the care- 
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ful reading of this volume will fix these 
leading epistles in one’s mind as in bas- 
relief. We urgently recommend the book. 


A volume of similar nature, only a 
broader scope, for the Old Testament has 
also just come from the press—A Guide to 
the Understanding of the Old Testament. 
It is especially prepared for the average 
reader with no technical equipment for 
Bible study. It deals with the Bible as a 
whole, its nature, its uniqueness, the mod- 
ern attitude to the Bible, and the moral 
difficulties of the Old Testament. And then 
it takes up the books in groups and dis- 
cusses their nature and purpose. Thus the 
studious reading of this moderate-sized vol- 
ume gives one a grasp of the Old Testament 
as a whole, and a working idea of its 
various types of literature and the message 
of its various books. Such an outline im- 
pression of the Bible should be in every 
Christian mind; and this book is so brief 
and readable as to be highly recommended 
to those countless Christian homes which 
have nothing of the kind to help them un- 
derstand the Scriptures. 


Sermons on Books of the Bible is the 
second of a series of sermons on the various 
books of the Bible, this volume covering 
from Job to Daniel. It would seem at first 
thought quite impracticable to undertake to 
handle the average book of the Bible in a 
single sermon; but the author has shown 
that it is possible to build up a quite read- 
able and helpful sermon on each of these 
books and to do it in such a way as to give 
a vivid impression of the book itself. Each 
sermon is introduced by an outline making 
plain the main points of the book which 
will be presented. We have many min- 
isters who will welcome such a series of 
sermons and find them very fertile in ser- 
mon suggestion; and the book will be found 
quite readable by laymen and leave an im- 
pression of each book given. 


A very much heavier book of the same 
kind is this notable series of discourses on 
the books of the New Testament—The Mes- 
sages of the Books—by the well known Dean 
Farrar, whose works upon the Bible have 
already given him an immortal place in 
Christian literature. His writings are so 
recognized for their thorough scholarship, 
their penetrating insight into the meanings 
of Scripture, and their able presentation of 
his subject matter, that it is sufficient 
simply to inform our readers that he is the 
author of this work in order to guarantee 
them of. its unusual worth and enduring 
qualities. His object in this book is to point 
out the general form, the peculiar charac- 
teristics, and the special message of each 
of the books of the New Testament; and to 
do it in the form of a sermon on each—an 
unusual and weighty sermon of necessity, 
and yet a very readable sermon that carries 
with it a forceful gospel message and ap- 
peal. Each sermon is enhanced and illum- 
inated by carefully prepared and scholarly 
notes of explanation and interpretation. 
The author, both as a teacher and as a 
clergyman has been impressed with the 
great necessity for the study of the books 
of the Bible as a whole. He deplores the 
fact that there has been such a vast amount 
of misinterpretation of the Scriptures 
simply because proof texts were taken from 
their context and twisted out of their 
original meaning and purpose. It is to get 
at the larger meaning and message of the 
books as a whole that his effort here is 
directed. We heartily agree with him in 
the need and as heartily recommend this 
volume as one of peculiar worth to the 
Bible student, and one which may well 
prove invaluable to ministers if it will lead 
them into this type of expository preaching. 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 


Rockingham Conference 


Kittery Point, Maine, August 24—Our 
Ladies’ Aid society recently held a lawn 
party on our church grounds. Ice cream, 
homemade candies, and fancy goods, both 
useful and ornamental, were on sale. The 
various tables were well patronized. A large 
gathering was present, and a jolly good time 
was enjoyed by all. The finances were well 
pleasing to all interested. — Our pastor, Rev. 
Mark H. Turner, is at this time enjoying a 
well earned vacation of two weeks, and those 
who have been so faithful and loyal in their 
church attendance are having an opportunity 
of visiting our neighboring churches as we 
are having no preaching for two Sundays. 
— The regular C. E. prayer meeting is be- 
ing well attended and we are pleased to hear 
some new voices at these services and hope 
to hear more in the near future. — Do not 
forget our conference, Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, October 4 and 5.—Amee. 





IOWA 
Truro, August 22—The Christian Church of 
Truro is just closing a year which, taken all 


in all, has been one of advancement. She 
reports about forty-six additions to the 
church. We have raised for all current ex- 


penses possibly more money than in any year 
of her life. The total will amount to more 
than two thousand dollars. This, excluding 
years when she has had a building program, 
is much large than usual. We have paid out 
approximately six hundred dollars for re- 
decorating church and parsonage, and _ in- 
stalling church kitchen in basement. — Dur- 
ing the month of June, we united with the 
Methodist Church in putting on a Daily Va- 
cation Bible School, with an average attend- 
ance of ninety. — While we are somewhat 
back with our benevolences, we are hoping 
to take care of that also, and so bring our 
church up with all obligations met. — We 
are planning to make our financial drive in 
the very near future for the budget for the 
coming year. Also are planning for our fall 
evangelistic campaign to be conducted soon. 
—Frederick Cooper, Pastor. 
NEW YORK 

Syractse, August 19—A meeting of the 
congregation of the Malden Road Community 
Christian Church held last week authorized 
the building committee to proceed. with the 
construction of our new church. It will be 
thirty-six by sixty-four feet, main building, 
with a Sunday-school room on the west side. 
The chairman of the committee is Brother 
Clifford Voornees, a carpenter and building 
contractor, formerly an active member of our 
Plainville Church. The Ladies’ Society will 
raise two hundred dollars more for the build- 
ing fund before Christmas. 

East Hounsfield—This church, which with 
Calcium forms one of our northerly New 
York State pastorates, now awaits a minister 
who is willing to go about doing good. 
There is a fine community building here with 
a free library, large dining room, and smaller 
rooms for activities that are Christian, and 
an adequate accommodation for public meet- 
ings or pageants. A pastor does not have 
to worry here about the “doings” in this 
community house. At Calcium there is a 
good church building on a highway with 
good Sunday-school room at the rear. A 
public school—two teachers—is across the 
road. This church, now open and function- 
ing, is the result of the activities of the home 
missionary committee of the New York Cen- 
tral Conference. There are sixty-five fam- 
ilies that should be worshiping here. There 


is a large Grange Hall here. The two 
churches are ten miles apart on a fine high- 
way which passes through the city of Water- 
town. This is an attractive field. A public 
school adjoins the church at East Hounsfteld 
and is across from the pastor’s home. Those 
interested write to Miss Flora Cleveland, 
Church Clerk, 143 Bowers Avenue, Water- 
town, New York. 

Plainville—Rev. R. G. English now takes 
charge of this church and we have no doubt 
he will succeed admirably, as he has done at 
East Hounsfield. — The church and com- 
munity heard recently, and with much pleas- 
ure, an address from Rev. Bruce Morton, of 
Porto Rico. Mrs. Morton also gave a very 
effective presentation of their work. There 
was a fine gathering. — Rev. Mr. Berger, of 


Auburn, the outgoing pastor, will soon re- 
turn to the West. He has been quite success- 
ful here. 

North Rush—This church has had two 
serious losses recently in the passing of 
Mrs. James S. Frost and Mrs. Frank L. Mar- 


tin. They both left a wonderful witness in 
their life and service. — Rev. P. S. Sailer, of 
Brooklyn, New York, will speak here 
August 21. 

Lakemont—This church has recently 
suffered the loss of a pastor. Dr. Conibear, 
after seven years of ministry, has laid down 
the work. The urgent call of the people that 
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I SHALL NOT GO ALONE 


HEN comes the hour, to me unknown, 
When my allotted time has flown, 
And I must then go out alone— 
mystery so dark!|— 
How shall I breast that surging sea 
That marks this earthly boundary? 
And what bright star will shine for 
To guide my fragile bark? 


me, 


I shall not go out all alone 

Into the dark and dim Unknown; 

For he who never leaves his own 
Will still be with me there. 

And though | cannot now foresee 

If rough or calm the tide may be, 

My Savior will be there with me 

To banish anxious care. 


I shall not venture all alone 
The narrow sea whose waters moan; 
For Christ, my Pilot, tried and known, 

Will guide me through the foam; 
Aye, he will hold me by the hand, 
And calm the waves by his command, 
Until we reach the shining strand 

Where I shall be safe Home. 

—Rev. Edgar Cooper Mason, 
in The Presbyterian. 
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he reconsider his resignation failed to alter 
his resolve and his sense of duty. He leaves 
a fine work to be carried on by his suc- 
cessor.—J. N. Dales, Field Secretary. 


The Useful Keys 


OTHER had lost the key of her trunk, 
and was trying to find a new one to fit 
the lock. Theodore stood by, watching her 
as she tried different keys in turn, until 
finally one was found which opened it like 
magic. 
Soon after, Theodore was trying to button 
his coat in a great hurry to go out to play. 
But the top button seemed hard to fasten, 
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and though he tugged, fretted and pulled, 
he could not manage it. “You haven’t tried 
the right key, Theodore,” said mother. 

“Why, what key could work this?” ex- 
claimed the little fellow, stopping in sur- 
prise. 

“Suppose you try how the ‘patience’ key 
would work there,’ suggested mother. 

And sure enough, with just a little, quiet 
patience the button was fastened. 

Later in the afternoon Theodore came 
running in again, looking quite vexed. He 
hardly liked to tell mother the trouble, but 
at last it came out that he and some of the 
other boys had disagreed over what they 
should play. 

Mother was quiet for a little while, then 
she said thoughtfully: “I wonder how the 
‘unselfish’ key would work there.” 

Theodore was puzzled for a moment, and 
then a bright look of understanding came 
into his face, and with a smile he went out 
to play again. 

Before bedtime Theodore found another 
chance to try the magic powers of one of 
mother’s “useful keys.” It was just about 
his little brother Ted’s sleepy time, and the 
wee man was inclined to be rather cross 
and unreasonable. But Theodore remem- 
bered what a small boy Ted was, and didn’t 
answer him back. So, as it always “takes 
two to make a quarrel,” of course there 
could not be one that time. 

When nurse came to carry Ted off to bed, 
mother said softly to Theodore: “The key of 
‘silence’ was useful that time, wasn’t it, 
dear? You will soon have quite a bunch of 
keys to carry with you, and you will often 
find them useful.”—The Christian World. 


A Breeze in the Mind 


ONE has only to sit down in the woods or 

the fields, or by the shore of the river 
or the lake, and nearly everything of inter- 
est will come round to him—the birds, the 
animals, the insects; and presently, after 
his eye has got accustomed to the place, and 
to the light and shade, he will probably see 
some plant or flower, that he has sought in 
vain, and that is a pleasant surprise to him. 
So, on a large scale, the student and lover 
of nature has this advantage over people 
who gad up and down the world, seeking 
some novelty or excitement; he has only to 
stay at home and see the procession pass. 
The great globe swings around to him like 
a revolving showcase; the change of the 
seasons is like the passage of strange and 
new countries; the zones of the earth, with 
all their beauties and marvels, pass one’s 
door, and linger long in the passing. What 
a voyage is this we make without leaving 
for a night our own fireside! 

St. Pierre well says that a sense of the 
power and mystery of nature shall spring 
up as fully in one’s heart after he has made 
the circuit of his own field as after return- 
ing from a voyage round the world.... 
The great trouble is for Mohammed to know 
when the mountain really comes to him. 
Sometimes a rabbit or a jay or a little 
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warbler brings the woods to my door. A 
loon on the river, and the Canada lakes are 
here; the seagulls and the fish hawk bring 
the sea; the call of the wild gander at 
night, what does it suggest? And the eagle 
flapping by, or floating along on a raft of 
icey does not he bring the mountain? One 
spring five swans flew above my barn in 
single file, going northward—an express 
train bound for Labrador. It was a more 
exhilarating sight than if I had seen them 
in their native haunts. They made a breeze 
in my mind, like a noble passage in a poem. 
—John Burroughs. 


When Tobacco Props Break 
By Will H. Brown 


[* is often amazing, usually ludicrous, the 

kind of props tobacco meng use in an 
effort to bolster up their business. The 
Tobacco Record publishes an article from 
Baltimore, in which Dr. Knight Dunlap, 
professor of experimental psychology at 
Johns Hopkins University, is quoted as 
saying: “The man who smokes is more like- 
ly to go along in his work with even pro- 
duction, in amount and quality, than the 
man who does not.” 

Tell that to Henry Ford! 

But first let’s examine the statement: 
Dr. Knight does not say the smoker will 
turn out more nor better work than the non- 
smoker, but that the smoker’s own output is 
more likely to be “‘even’”—which is about as 
near saying nothing as it is possible to 
imagine. 

But to get the right slant on what he is 
trying to “put over” in favor of tobacco, 
take a look at Henry Ford’s attitude toward 
smoking employes. Try to induce him to 
permit smoking by workmen while on duty. 
Compare the output of the Ford plants with 
plants where men smoke on duty, and you 
will see Dr. Dunlap’s props all break to 
splinters. As is pretty well known by this 
time, Henry Ford does not permit smoking 
among his tens of thousands of employes, 
anywhere, while on duty. 

Any sane person should know that the 
average man whose nerves have not been 
torn by nicotine is a far better workman 
than the average chewing, spitting, puffing, 
match-scratching, nerve-wrought tobacco 
addict. Let’s at least be as thoughtful as 
a ten-year-old boy in discussing the tobacco 
question. 


If I Were a Father 


WOULD not tell my son that I was a 

model boy. He might ask, “When did 
you check out?” 

I would not declare to him that nearly 
all the boys of my day were loyal and obe- 
dient to their parents. He might go be- 
hind the returns and call another witness. 

I would not quote too often the hardships 
and handicaps of my ycuth. He would be 
sure to wonder what grandfather said to 
me about the soft times I was having as 
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Christian Church, Towanda, Kansas 


. A Rally and Christian Education Day Message 


From “The Sunflower State’? by Rev. R. L. Hendrickson, Pastor of 
Towanda, Kansas, Christian Church 








OME one has aptly said: ‘‘As goes 


our Christian leaders, so goes the 
Church; and as the church goes, so goes 
the world.” 

Christian Education is the hope of the 
world. We dare not trust our interests 
to ignorant or superstitious or non- 
Christian leaders, but must look to 
Christian trained men and women. 

Where shall we look for such train- 
ing? Answer: From the Church and 
its institutions. Hence it challenges us 
to do our best when opportunity pre- 
sents itself. And this will be on Rally 
Day and Christian Education Day, Oc- 








tober 2. 
ing in the name of our Lord. 

NOTE: REMEMBER THAT RAL- 
LY 
DAY-TO-EASTER’’ PROGRAM. 


Department of Christian Education 
Cc. P. A. Building 
Dayton, Ohio 


All together for a great offer- 


DAY BEGINS OUR ‘“RALLY- 








compared with the real difficulties of his 
day. 

I would not assert that young people were 
much happier in former days than now. 
The mental response would surely be: “Poor 
dad! He doesn’t know it, but he’s getting 
old.” 

I would not be stingy with him. Economy, 
like charity, begins at home; and I would 
prune my own luxuries and even comforts 
before I would withhold a single dollar that 
would be a real benefit to him. 


I would not create the impression that 
dad is a mere saddle horse for his superior 
son to ride to a finish. I would insist that 
he lift his share on the financial and other 
burdens of the home company. 

I would not revise the Scripture, “Train 
up a child in the way he should go,” and 
make it read, “I will train him in the way 
I went.” If I could make the tour anew 
I would omit some of the side trips. 

I would let him develop the form of his 
religion as naturally as a mollusk grows 
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his shell. But I would try to keep the 
water clear during the process. 

I would advise him to lose no sleep over 
the alleged conflict of science and religion. 
“Do men gather grapes of thorns?” No, 
neither do they measure flour with a yard- 
stick, nor estimate values with spring bal- 
ances. But some do attempt to put God 
into the test-tube and the human soul under 
a microscope. “A companion of such fools 
shall smart for it.” He shall not get smart 
by it. 

I would keep humble by remembering 
that “One is your Father,” and encourage 
my son with the thought that my faults and 
failures are not found in him “who dwelleth 
in light unapproachable.” 

I would try to let him grow up. I know 
it would be hard, but I believe I would try 
to avoid making every decision for the boy 
until he lost the power of making decisions 
for himself, for he is bound to come to the 
place where nothing will save but his own 
judgment, and if I haven’t developed that 
I will have ruined him. 

I would use my eyes more than my ears. 
That is, I would depend on what I actually 
did see of the character and actions of 
young people, including my own boy, rather 
than on the wild stories which are brought 
to me about how terrible the young people 
arg today. To believe all such tales is to 
spoil my boy’s confidence in his father. 

I would try to get some fun out of the 
job. No one does a thing really well un- 
less he enjoys it, and it is the parents who 
feel most keenly the inconveniences and 
irritations of raising children who make the 
greatest mess out of it—The Western 
Christian Advocate. 


Progress in Mexico 
By Frances L. Garside 


HEN folks think of illiteracy, and ill- 

iterate countries, they mentally visual- 
ize China, looking over the country to the 
south of us where illiteracy has retarded 
the progress of a country for many cen- 
turies. That country is Mexico. But so 
strong is the attack being made upon 
illiteracy by the authorities in power today 
that unless plans fail, it will be wiped out 
within a few years. In these plans the 
Young Women’s Christian Association has 
been asked to co-operate. 

The Y. W. C. A. work in the city of 
Mexico in the past few years has been 
headed up by an Ohio woman, Miss Leona 
Scott, of Columbus, who has recently turned 
over her keys to Miss Elizabeth Curtiss, 
which frees Miss Scott to return to her 
own Y. W. C. A. work in Japan. But she 
was there during the laying of the founda- 
tion, which, as every one knows, is the most 
important feature of all building, whether 
it is houses or character. 

“The greatly enlarged educational pro- 
gram and a budget of 3,500,000 pesos for 
the rural districts is an outcome of the 
revolution of 1910,” said Miss Scott. “Prior 
to 1910, Mexico had only 276 country 
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Two Brothers Plan a Herald Society 
in Their Church 


Good morning, Brother John! 

Good morning, Brother Jim! 

Well, John, that was a good meeting we had Wednesday night 
over at Parson Goodman’s home. The parson always has some good 
ideas about church affairs. He fell right in with our idea about having 
a Herald Society in our church. He said he hoped every home in our 
church would read The Herald every week, and he said he would help 
us outline a plan for a society, and so he did. And here is the outline 
of an organization. We will go over it together. 


THE HERALDS , 


An organization in the Good Hope Christian Church at Posey 
Creek, State of Ohio, for the purpose of boosting the interest of the 
church in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY, the church paper. 

First, By organizing all the readers of THE HERALD into a so- 
ciety with a president, secretary, and necessary committees to meet to- 
gether from time to time with a program discussing the different fea- 
tures of the paper, as for instance: Personals, Editorials, Current 
Events, Prayer Time, Special Articles, Field Notes, Children’s Page. 

We would suggest a meeting once a month with some one assigned 
to as many of the suggested topies as would make an evening program, 
each topic as presented to be followed by a discussion by readers of 
THE HERALD. Once a year, let the meeting be for the entire church 
with as interesting a program as can be presented. 

Committees: There should be a committee that has charge of the 
list of HERALD subscribers in the church, also a list of all the homes 
in the church and the address of each one. 

A Visiting and Soliciting Committee: This committee to keep in 
touch with THE HERALD subscribers so as to know when their sub- 
scription expires, then canvass for renewals. This same committee also 
to canvass all the homes of the church not taking THE HERALD at 
least twice each year to secure new subscribers. This committee to have 
as its general business to create and maintain a keen interest in THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY at all times. This committee should 
make report to its local conference as to HERALDS taken, and to The 
Christian Publishing Association as to HERALD subscribers in the 
local church. Also send in important church news, ete. 

Well, Jim, that sounds good to me. What did the pastor say about 
calling THE HERALD readers together? 

He said he would announce the time of meeting next Sunday morn- 
ing; that he would get a list of all THE HERALD subscribers and read 
off their names and we would all meet together, adopt our plan for a 
society, and go right ahead with the work. He said we ought to think 
over names in our church, so we would have persons in mind who 
would make good officers. Well, we will be at that meeting. So-long. 
Good-by. 

The plan suggested by these brothers would be a fine way to 
create and maintain a greater interest in THE HERALD in each 
church. To accomplish the desired purposé, such a society should be 
enthusiastically planned and maintained. We would like to hear from 
the pastor of each church, giving his views as to organizing and main- 
taining such a Society. 

Write your letter today and address: 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
219 South Ludlow Street 
Dayton, Ohio 


ATTENTION: O. W. WHITELOCK, MANAGER 
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schools. Now it has 9,723 in rural districts 

and a network of institutes that ex- 
tend to the most isolated districts with 
programs of advanced educational methods 
and expert instructors. In addition, 
there is the departmento des Misiones 
Culturales with which American educators 
are constantly in touch, because of the 
uniqueness of the experiment. One of its 
problems is the training of school teachers 
for rural schools, and the Y. W. C. A. has 
been invited to co-operate. Teachers are 
gathered in a given zone, and an institute 
of twenty-one days is held. Classes crowd 
each day from six a. m. to seven p. m. In- 
struction is given in agriculture, advanced 
so far into the interior that they have 
reached villages where ancient customs and 
languages still prevail. 

The girls in rural Mexico lead the drab- 
best existence. They have little opportun- 
ity for an education, and less incentive; 
they work in the fields or in the tiny stores 
in the villages, their only relaxation being 
the semi-annual fiesta. Attempts are be- 
ing made to interest these girls in Girl Re- 
serve programs of study and play, and they 
take to it eagerly. In the larger towns 
girls find employment in factories, but the 
wages are small and working conditions are 
not of the best. Added to the problem of 
the native girl, comes that of the immi- 
grant. Turned back from the United States 
by the quota, she turns to Mexico, and lands 
in a country where she is without friends, 
where the language is strange and where 
there are fewer opportunities for advance- 
ment than she would find in the United 
States. The Young Women’s Christian 
Association has been asked to take these 
girls in charge, and finds the number stead- 
ily increasing. It has boarding facilities, 
and during one year of its existence, it 
furnished homes for Mexicans, North and 
South Americans, British, German, French, 
Italian, and Armenian girls. There has 
never been any doubt of the need of the 
Association in the city of Mexico; every 
day proves it. 

As every one knows, sanitary conditions 
in the city of Mexico are not the last word. 
The Association has a health education cen- 
ter for mothers of the poor, co-operating 
closely with the Public Health Department 
from which it received its equipment and 
an initial donation. 

“Mexico,” writes one who has spent some 
years there, “needs understanding. The 
brigand of the sombrero does not typify the 
Mexican people any more than the thug 
represents America. Mexico is a sister re- 
public with a government which is pushing 
education, imposing vigorous land laws, and 
administering strict economy. The prin- 
ciples of economy are being developed.” 

New York City. 
oO 


Religion must be as big and free as life 


or it cannot occupy a position of leadership 
in this time in which men are seeking the 
way of life—Harry Foster Burns. 
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CHURCH SCHOOL 


AND 


CHURCH 


SUPPLIES 


BIBLES AND 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


OUR NEW CATALOGUE No. 23 
JUST OFF THE PRESS 


Five Sticking Points: 


. This catalogue is your friend. 


. It will help you to careful buying. 


Keep it in a convenient place. 


Consult it frequently. 


Write your order carefully. 


THIS CATALOGUE IS YOURS 
FOR THE ASKING 


SEND CARD TO US, AND 
WE WILL DO THE REST 


The Christian Publishing Association 
Dayton, Ohio 


Problems of Finance 
By Irma Morris 


MY little fellow gets an allowance out of 
which he saves money for gifts or 
toys,” said a mother to me recently. “He 
has six dollars in his bank. The other day, 
realizing I was worrying about money mat- 
ters, as his daddy is in the hospital, Jimmy 
said, ‘Take my money, Mother, please.’ I 
don’t know what to do about it,” my friend 
continued. “Would you take it, if you were 
in my place?” 
I told her that I thought it would be very 
unfair to refuse such a generous offer, as it 
would deprive her son of a real pleasure 





and furthermore would retard his growth. 
Every talent grows by using it, and when 
generosity is denied, it atrophies. And why 
shouldn’t we let even the little tots feel that 
they are members of a small democracy, the 
family, in which each can do his share? 


“My little girl, who is nine, acts very 
differently,” she continued. ‘She had saved 
twenty dollars which she had expected to 
spend on a birthday present for me. She 
was looking forward to buying me a new 
tea set. I needed money so badly that I 
asked her to lend me hers, which she did 
very reluctantly, and only after I solemnly 
promised her to return it before my birth- 
day. It will be a great struggle to pay back 
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the money now, but I feel I must keep my 
promise. Don’t you agree with me?” 

I advised her to have a confidential chat 
with her little daughter, explaining mat- 
ters fully, and asking the child to release 
her from her promise. I told her she should 
try to make the child understand that giv- 
ing a person a tea set when that person 
needed and wanted something else was real- 
ly a selfish instead of an unselfish thing to do. 
The child, I explained, should be helped to 
realize that when giving presents one ought 
always to have only the wants of the re- 
cipient in mind. But the affair would need 
very delicate and tender handling. The 
little girl had undoubtedly risen above 
many selfish desires in order to save twenty 
dollars from her small allowance for 
Mother’s birthday present. The kind of 
selfishness now involved was new to her 
consideration and very subtle. Moreover, 
a very big disappointment was bound up 
with it. 

However, I feel sure that had some one 
else been concerned, this mother would have 
had no hesitancy in fully explaining the 
situation to her child. It was only because 
she was the debtor that her sense of 
delicacy clouded her judgment. There is no 
reason why the little ones should not share 
the sorrows and privations as well as the 
joys of the home. All should bear them 
courageously and intelligently. This child 
had the disposition to glory in the sacrifice 
if the matter were presented to her rightly. 

Very often problems like the above con- 
cerning money matters arise in a home, and 
parents are in a quandary as to what atti- 
tude to assume. I believe they should al- 
ways try to think the situation through im- 
personally and decide upon the course that 
will best promote the growth of the child’s 
character. After all, that is the most im- 
portant consideration for, of course, parents 
should never do anything that might stunt 
a child’s moral development.—An article 
issued by the National Kindergarten Asso- 
ciation, 8 West 40th Street, New York City. 


The Art of Going Slowly 


LISTEN with pained reluctance to those 

who claim to have walked forty or fifty 
miles a day. But it is a pleasure to meet 
the man who has learned the art of going 
slowly, the man who disdained not to linger 
in the springy morning hours, to listen, to 
watch, to exist. Life is like a road; you 
hurry, and the end of it is grave. There is 
no grand crescendo from hour to hour, day 
to day, year to year; life’s quality is in mo- 
ments, not in distance run. 

Fallen trees are to be sat on, laddered 
trees to climb, flowers to be picked, nests to 
be looked into, song birds to hear, falcons 
to be watched. ... The green roof of the 
mole’s track is to be followed till you find 
the gentleman in velvet in his home. The 
sound of the tapping of the woodpecker 
shall guide you to the loose-barked tree 
where with watchful eye a bird of beauty 
is hunting the unmannerly wood louse. You 
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shall approach gently the deer who, in a 
group, wait for you with startled eyes. 
They run from the crashing and speedy— 
they can be won by the gentle. Wild nature 
is not so wild as we think, or we are wilder 
—it is not so far from us, and we are 
nearer.—F rom “The Gentle Art of Tramp- 
ing,” Stephen Graham. 


About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 

tion and preparation yet to do before the 
union for which we have prayed can be con- 
summated—but that makes all the greater 
the responsibility of leadership in this mat- 
ter upon our own and cther denominations 
of kindred spirit and like position. We 
shall comment at greater length upon the 
Lausanne Conference after we have received 
a fuller report of its accomplishments. 

A unique meeting was held in the Chris- 
tian Temple, Norfolk, Virginia, on a recent 
Wednesday evening in the nature of a re- 
ception to Floyd Bennett, pilot companion 
to Commander Richard E. Byrd in their 
airplane flight around the north pole last 
year. Dr. W. W. Staley presided; and, fol- 
lowing words of welcome on behalf of the 
Temple—of which Pilot Bennett and his 
wife are members—of the city, the denomi- 
nation, and community, Mr. Bennett de- 
livered an interesting account of his ex- 
periences in the region at the top of the 
world. He is recovering from a broken leg 
sustained in an accident, but is full of cour- 
age and hope for their flight to the south 
pole in 1928. 


The Christian Publishing Association has 
just issued perhaps the largest and most ex- 
pensive catalog which it has ever yet put 
in circulation. It contains 150 pages, some 
of them in colors, with hundreds of illustra- 
tions of the Sunday-school and church helps, 
equipments, banners, cards, badges, chairs, 
blackboards, books, communion sets, Bibles, 
and other articles too numerous to mention, 
which the Publishing House will be glad to 
furnish at as reasonable a price as can be 
purchased anywhere else. One of these cat- 
alogs ought to be in the hands of every 
church and our church people ought to make 
a practice of purchasing their supplies of 
every kind from our own House. You need 
this service from the House, and the House 
needs your patronage. 

The pamphlet, “Winning Financial Free- 
dom”, is proving to be so especially valu- 
able in securing the co-operation of church 
Officials with pastors in the education of 
their people tc tithing, that the well known 
Layman Company, 730 Rush Street, Chica- 
go, Illinois, which furnishes free tithing lit- 
erature as its service to the Kingdon, is of- 
fering to send free a sufficient number of 
this pamphlet to any pastor to furnish one 
copy to every member of his official boards 
and tc the presidents and secretaries of both 
the woman’s home and foreign missionary 
societies, and also a reasonable number for 
the more influential families. Pastors re- 
questing these should give the name of 
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their denomination and mention The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty. 
oO 
What constitutes sonship is kinship, and 
kinship is an indestructible bond. A mere 
engagement may be canceled, but kinship is 
indissoluble. A servant may quit his mas- 
ter’s service and be his servant no longer; 
but a son cannot defiliate himself. He may 
quit his father’s house and break his 
father’s heart, but he is his son still and 
can never be anything else.—David Smith. 
oO 


“Tdleness is costly without being a luxury. 
It is hard work for those who are not used 
to it, and dull work for those who are used 
to it.” 












InSelecting a Memorial toa Loved Que 


what could bea happier, a more fitting thought 
than a living memorial of Golden-Voiced nid 
Deagan Tower Chimes jf, 
serving through the years to keep alive the J|| AB) 
faith of those who have it, and helping, as no 
other means can, to re-awaken childhood 
reverence in those who have strayed. Write 4 
for literature. Standard Sets $6,000 and up. cy 


J. C. DEAGAN, Inc., 286 Deagan Building, Chicago, IL 





















EARN $25 WEEKLY SPARE TIME 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Ex- 
perience unnecessary. Details FREE. 
Press Syndicate, 1306, St. Louis, Mo. 


— 


Lewis Bayman, son of James and Hannah Bayman, 
was born September 22, 1854, and departed this life 
August 18, 1927, aged seventy-two years. He was 
united in marriage to Phoebe Ann Mishler, Decem- 
ber 14, 1879, to which union were born six children, 
two dying in infancy. Early in life he united with 
the Boonville Christian Church, to which he was 
faithful until death. The deceased was of a family 
of nine of which two survive. There also remain 
thirteen grandchildren, in which he as grandfather 
was especially interested. There remain many other 
relatives and friends. In the going of Brother Bay- 
man, the community loses a stanch and true pioneer 
and defender of the Christian religion. The funeral 
was held at the Boonville Christian Church Sunday, 
August 21, conducted by the pastor, Rev. J. J. 
Beisiegel, and assisted by Dr. W. W. Staley of 
Suffolk, Virginia. Some four hundred were in at- 
tendance. 











Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Alfred W. Hurst, Palmer College, Albany, Missouri. 
Rufus E. Emmert, 516 Plum St., Elkhart, Indiana. 
Cleon Swarts, 349 Oakwood Place, Springfield, Ohio. 
J. C. Barrett, Y. M. C. A., Norristown, Pa. 

J. S. Halfaker, Box 15, Columbus, Ohio. 

Guernsey Stephens, 517 N. Dill St., Muncie, Indiana. 
F. E. Rockwell, 5757 Woodlawn Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Rev. J. R. Wiggins, Portsmouth, Ohio. 

Rev. C. E. Huff, 622 South Ninth St., Salina, Kansas. 








NORTHWESTERN OHIO CONFERENCE 


The Northwestern Ohio Christian Conference will 
convene in its ninetieth annual session at the Bethel 
Christian Church, September 22 to 25 inclusive. Mr. 
J. B. Hornish, R. R. 3, Oakwood, Ohio, is the clerk 
of the church. 

JoHN A. ALBRIGHT, Secretary. 





CENTRAL INDIANA CONFERENCE 


The Central Indiana Christian Conference will 
convene September 13, 1927, with the Clifford Chris- 
tian Church, Clifford, Indiana. 

Churches and ministers please take notice and 
govern yourselves accordingly. 

E. R. WaAtrerR, President. 


Pittsboro, Indiana. 








